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Introduction 

Purpose 

 

The Bellingham-Whatcom County Commission Against Domestic Violence, in partnership with the City of 

Bellingham, is a recipient of a federal grant from the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. 

Department of Justice.  The grant is funded through the Grants to Encourage Arrest Policies and 

Enforcement of Protection Orders Program.  As part of this grant award, the Commission Against 

Domestic Violence proposed to compile domestic violence indicators for the five small cities of 

Whatcom County:  Blaine, Ferndale, Everson and Nooksack, Lynden and Sumas. 

 

A report has been compiled for each of the five cities based on available data.  It is the Domestic 

Violence Commission’s hope that the report will provide each city with information on domestic 

violence trends as well as outcomes of intervention.  While the report is not able to identify and 

differentiate the factors that could be responsible for changes in the indicators, the data may be helpful 

to officials on the nature and extent of domestic violence in their communities. 

 

Methods 

 

Raw numbers for domestic violence indicators were obtained from four sources: “Crime in Washington” 

(Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs); Judicial Information System (State of 

Washington); Whatcom County Prosecutor’s Office, and records kept by individual law enforcement 

agencies in Whatcom County. Population data was taken from the WA State Office of Financial 

Management, Population of Cities, Towns and Counties.  A glossary is included for definitional purposes 

and can be found in Glossary of Terms.  It is important to understand the meaning and limitation of each 

domestic violence indicator.  
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Domestic Violence in Whatcom County:  Law Enforcement 

Note on 2012 Data on Domestic Violence Offenses 
 

This year’s Benchmark Report includes a new data collection method for domestic violence offenses 

reported by Whatcom County law enforcement agencies.  Since 1980, all Whatcom County law 

enforcement agencies have reported all of their data, including domestic violence data, to the 

Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs (WASPC) using the Summary Uniform Crime Report 

(UCR) program.   However, at a national level, the FBI and other national agencies started using the 

National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS), another data reporting method, in the late 1980s.   

 

Summary UCR data only reports the top eight crimes, and there is a hierarchy rule in place: for each 

incident, only one offense is counted, and that is the offense with the highest level of seriousness.  

NIBRS data is more thorough, as it includes more offense types, and more categories of crimes; 

additionally, if there is more than one offense occurring in a single incident, all offenses are reported. 

 

In January 2008, the WASPC Executive Board made the decision and set the goal date for Washington 

State law enforcement agencies to convert from Summary UCR to NIBRS by January 1, 2012.  The 

majority of agencies in Washington State and Whatcom County did meet the January 2012 deadline; 

however, extensions were granted to some agencies, including the Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office. 

 

Therefore, the data on domestic violence offenses included in this year’s Benchmark Report are 

comprised of both Summary UCR and NIBRS data.  For the Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office, all data 

reported is Summary UCR; for all other agencies, data up through 2011 is Summary UCR, and data in 

2012 is NIBRS.   

 

Due to disparate reporting methods, data cannot be compared between NIBRS and Summary UCR, 

which means that data from the Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office cannot be compared to data from the 

other Whatcom County law enforcement agencies; and data from all the other Whatcom County law 

enforcement agencies from 2011 and earlier cannot be compared with data from 2012. 

 

Throughout this report, breaks in trend lines are used to indicate a change in the method of data 

collection.
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Summary of Findings  

This report is a collection of domestic violence indicators for the City of Blaine, primarily from 2005 – 

2012.  Some of the key findings: 

 

 Despite an increasing trend in population over the past eight years, both the numbers of domestic 

violence verbals and domestic violence offenses as reported by the Blaine Police Department have 

fluctuated.  The highest numbers reported for both verbals and offenses were in 2005 and 2006. 

 

 The per capita rate of domestic violence offenses per 1,000 population is higher in the City of Blaine 

than in Whatcom County or Washington State.  The U.S. Border crossing generates a certain number 

of domestic violence order violations that are referred to the Blaine Police Department.  Although 

no formal analysis has been conducted, the presence of the border may contribute to Blaine’s high 

domestic violence offense rate per capita. 

 

 Misdemeanor domestic violence charges filed have fluctuated between 2005 and 2012.  The 

number of charges filed was lower in the period 2009-2012 compared to the period 2005-2008. 

 

 The most common misdemeanor domestic violence charges are assault and order violations. 

 

 When analyzed by case, an average of 59% of misdemeanor domestic violence cases resolved as 

either guilty or amended over the past eight years.  An average of 41% of cases was dismissed over 

the same time period. 

 

 The number of misdemeanant defendants (unduplicated by year) has fluctuated over the past eight 

years from a low of 21 (2012) to a high of 46 (2005) per year.  

 

 Felony domestic violence case filings ranged from 1 to 6 per year over the past eight years, with an 

average of 88% of cases resolved as guilty. 

 



 Page 7 

Domestic Violence Indicators:  Law Enforcement 

Domestic Violence Offenses vs. Verbals 

 

In 2012: 

 The Blaine Police Department reported 58 domestic verbals and 51 domestic violence offenses. 

  

Figure 1 shows the number of domestic violence offenses (see definition in Glossary of Terms) and 

domestic violence verbals reported by the Blaine Police Department between 2005 and 2012.  As noted 

in the Glossary on page 66, domestic violence verbals are incidents where law enforcement respond, 

but do not make an arrest or issue a citation.  On the other hand, domestic violence offenses represent 

the number of incidents where at least one domestic violence related offense is committed.   

 

Both domestic violence verbals and offenses measure law enforcement activity in response to domestic 

violence.  Domestic violence verbals represent opportunities for law enforcement to provide resources 

to the involved parties, as well as to note those relationships where potential for future violence 

appears to be high.  

 

Domestic violence offenses provide an indication of reported domestic violence related criminal 

incidents in the City of Blaine.  For each reported offense, the numbers represent an entry point for both 

victims and defendants into the criminal justice system, regardless of the outcome of the case.  Each 

offense involves a significant amount of law enforcement resources, and depending on the 

circumstance, may require an arrest and jail booking.   

 
Figure 1  Domestic  Violence Verbals and Offenses Reported by Blaine Police Department  

Data Source:  “Crime in  Washington”, WA Associat ion of  Sheriffs and Pol ice Chiefs  

Note: Offenses recorded may result in misdemeanor or felony charges. 
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Figure 2 shows the estimated Blaine population over an eight year period.   Population rates for the City 

of Blaine were used to calculate the domestic violence offense rate per 1,000 population in Table 1 

below. 

 

 
Figure 2  Estimated Number of Blaine Residents  

Data Source:  Washington State Off ice of Financial Management  

 

 

Note:  Due to changes in data reporting methods statewide, there was too much variation in statewide 

data to calculate per capita in 2012.  Numbers from 2005 – 2011 are reported in Table 1. 

Per capita rates (per 1,000 population) of domestic violence offenses peaked for all noted jurisdictions in 

2005, followed by a decline for a few years and ending with either a flat rate or a slight increase in 2011. 

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

City of Blaine 14.9 14.7 12.0 11.6 12.7 9.2 10.0 

Whatcom County 9.4 7.5 7.4 6.6 6.5 6.4 6.9 

Washington State 8.6 7.8 7.4 6.5 7.2 7.3 7.3 

 
Table 1 City of Blaine, County and State Domestic  Violence Offense Rates per 1,000 Population  

Data Sources:  Washington State Office of F inancial  Management  

“Crime in Washington”,  WA Assoc iation of Sheriffs and Pol ic e Chiefs  
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Domestic Violence Indicators: Misdemeanor Charges, Cases and Defendants  

Domestic Violence Charges Filed 

 

In 2012: 

 Blaine Municipal Court filed 42 misdemeanor domestic violence related charges. 

 

Figure 3 illustrates the number of domestic violence misdemeanor charges filed during the years 2005 – 

2012 in Blaine Municipal Court.  Each charge resulting from a domestic violence incident, or case, must 

be “processed” and resolved in some manner by the court.  The filing of a charge is the first step, 

whereas the resolution of the charge is when there has been a final disposition, such as guilty, 

dismissed, amended or deferred.    

  

The number of domestic violence misdemeanor charges filed ranged from 58 in 2005 and 2008, to a low 

of 37 in both 2009 and 2010. 

 

 
Figure 3  Domestic  Violence Misdemeanor Charges Fi led  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   
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Domestic Violence Charges by Category of Crime 

In 2012: 

 34 misdemeanor domestic violence charges were resolved in Blaine Municipal Court.  Of those 

charges resolved, 56% were assault charges, 17.5% were order violations, 9% were malicious 

mischief, and 17.5% were “other” charges. 

 

A domestic violence charge is resolved when there has been a final disposition, such as guilty, dismissed 

or amended.  In a given year, the number of charges filed will be different than the number of charges 

resolved, as charges are not necessarily filed and resolved within the same year.   

 

All analyses that follow in the remainder of this section are based on domestic violence misdemeanor 

charges resolved within the noted time period, rather than charges filed. 

 

Each domestic violence related misdemeanor charge must be linked to a corresponding crime as defined 

by state law.  Figure 4 illustrates categories of crime corresponding to the domestic violence charges 

that were resolved within a calendar year in the City of Blaine.   Assault is the most common charge 

resolved, following by violations of orders such as protection orders, restraining orders, and no contact 

orders.  “Other” charges include interference with reporting of domestic violence; telephone 

harassment; resisting a public officer; harassment; reckless endangerment; stalking; false statement; 

and reckless burning.  Malicious mischief charges are those that involve knowingly and maliciously 

causing physical damage to the property of another. 

 
Figure 4  Domestic Violence Misdemeanor Charges by Category of Crime

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   
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Domestic Violence Charges, Cases and Defendants  

 

In 2012: 

 34 misdemeanor domestic violence related charges were resolved in Blaine Municipal Court, 

representing 23 cases and 21 unduplicated defendants. 

 

The data obtained to calculate the numbers of charges, cases and defendants came from the 

Washington State Administrative Office of the Courts’ Judicial Information System.  All charges that 

reached disposition in each noted year were reviewed.  

 

To determine the number of cases, the charges were examined by case number and date.  Any incident 

with multiple charges having the same case number was considered a case.   It is not uncommon for 

prosecutors to process and resolve charges based on a case.  So, for example, if a defendant is charged 

with assault 4, interference with reporting of domestic violence and malicious mischief in one incident, 

the prosecutor may negotiate with the defendant to dismiss two of the charges if the defendant pleads 

guilty on the remaining charge. By tracking this by charge, there are two charge dispositions of 

dismissed, and one of guilty.  However, by looking at this by case, it is a guilty disposition.  Tracking 

disposition status by case rather than by charge more accurately reflects the practice in criminal court.  

This approach demonstrates the consequences for individual defendants, compared to disposition 

status by charge.  

 

Figure 5 lists the number of misdemeanor charges and cases disposed of between 2005 and 2012, and 

the number of unduplicated defendants for the same years.  As noted below, there are more charges 

than cases resolved in each year, which means that there were a number of cases with multiple charges.  

Additionally, Figure 5 shows that the number of unduplicated defendants in each year is fairly close to 

the number of cases resolved.   

 

Figure 5 Numbers of Charges and Cases Disposed of, and Number of Unduplicated Defendants  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   
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Domestic Violence Case Disposition 

In 2012: 

 23 domestic violence misdemeanor cases were resolved in Blaine Municipal Court.  58% of those 

cases were resolved as guilty, 3% as amended, and 39% were dismissed. 

 

 

Filed charges ultimately reach a resolution in court.   The most familiar ways charges resolve are 

dismissal, guilty as charged, or not guilty. (Generally not guilty resolutions result from a jury trial, 

whereas guilty resolutions can result from a plea or trial.)  There are other types of disposition that 

result from negotiations (plea agreements) between the prosecutor and the defense attorney or 

defendant, pleading guilty to an amended charge or receiving a deferred prosecution (sometimes 

referred to as a “stipulated order of continuance” or “SOC”).  With an amended sentence the defendant 

enters a guilty plea to a charge that was amended from the original charge.   

 

With a deferred prosecution, the defendant stipulates to facts of the charge, agrees to an order of 

continuance and agrees to comply with certain conditions within a set time period.  The case will then 

move forward in accordance with the deferred prosecution agreement.  If the defendant is found to be 

non-compliant in that time period, the charge will resolve as guilty.  If the defendant complies with the 

agreement, the original charge may be amended or dismissed upon completion.  Therefore, when 

reviewing disposition status, some dismissals or amended may reflect successful resolution of a deferred 

prosecution or stipulated order of continuance.   Likewise, some guilty resolutions may reflect non-

compliance with a deferred prosecution.   

 

One limitation to the data below is that it is not able to differentiate which resolutions result from a 

deferred prosecution as discussed above.  Another limitation to looking solely at dispositions status is 

that it does not provide information, or context, on why a particular resolution was reached. 

 

Figure 6 shows disposition status of domestic violence misdemeanor cases resolved in each noted year. 

As discussed previously, disposition status by case rather than by charge more accurately reflects the 

practice of the criminal justice system.  
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Figure 6  Disposit ion Status of Domestic Violence Misdemeanor Cases Resolved  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   

Figure 6 shows that in Blaine Municipal Court, dismissed cases range from 31-55% of the total 
misdemeanor cases resolved, with an average of 41% of the cases dismissed over the eight year period.  
Guilty and amended cases  combined (since both involve a guilty disposition) range from 45-68% of the 
total misdemeanor cases resolved, with an average of 59% of the cases resolved as guilty/amended in 
the eight years noted above. 

Again, when reviewing disposition status, some dismissed or amended resolutions may reflect successful 
resolution of a deferred prosecution or stipulated order of continuance.   Likewise, some guilty 
resolutions may reflect non-compliance with a deferred prosecution. 
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Domestic Violence Indicators:  Felony Cases 

Felony Domestic Violence Case Filings and Disposition Status 

Table  2 illustrates the number of felony domestic violence case filings from the City of Blaine that were 

charged by the Whatcom County Prosecutor’s Office in Whatcom County Superior Court.  

 

Table 2 also illustrates the disposition status of Blaine felony cases resolved in a calendar year.  It is very 

common for a felony case to have multiple charges.   

 

Compared to misdemeanors, very few domestic violence felonies are filed each year. Though there are 

too few cases to draw strong conclusions from this data, domestic violence felony cases were much 

more likely to result in a guilty rather than dismissed disposition.  In the table below, a guilty resolution 

can include both a guilty plea and a guilty by trial.  There were no “Not Guilty by Trial” resolutions. 

  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Cases Filed 1 6 3 4 6 3 5 5 

          

Cases 
Resolved 

Guilty 4 5 2 1 7 2 4 3 

Dismissed 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 

 
Table 2  Felony Cases Filed and Resolved  

Data Source:  Whatcom County Prosecutors  Off ice  

Note: Domestic Violence felony cases are not necessarily filed and disposed of in the same year. 
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Domestic Violence Specialist:  Victim Statistics  
 

The statistics noted below are collected by the Domestic Violence Specialist (DVS), a prosecution-based 

domestic violence victim advocate in the small cities of Blaine, Everson-Nooksack, Ferndale, Lynden and 

Sumas.   The data collected by the DVS is collected for federal grant reporting purposes, and is tallied 

semi-annually.  

 

Note: This data only represents victims in criminal domestic violence cases in the small cities who 

received services provided by the DVS.  Thus, the data cannot be generalized to represent victims of 

domestic violence in the City of Blaine.  Due to the fact that reporting is made on a semi-annual basis, 

duplication in the numbers and demographics of victims may be present between the time periods 

reported below. However, there is no duplication within each six month time period. 

 

Table 3 shows the numbers of contacts made to victims in the City of Blaine by the Domestic Violence 

Specialist. 

 

 

Jan – Jun 
2011 

Jul – Dec 
2011 

Jan – Jun 
2012 

Jul – Dec 
2012 

Victim witness notification/ outreach 
to victim (number of times) 

18 18 16 6 

Number of victims served 21 21 20 10 

Number of contacts 102 92 70 36 

 
Table 3  Number of Contacts made to Vict ims by DVS  

 

Table 4 shows the ethnicities of people served by the DVS in 2011 and 2012 from the City of Blaine. This 

information comes primarily from police reports. Since an individual may identify with more than one 

ethnicity, some individuals are counted multiple times.  

  
Jan – 

Jun 2011 
Jul – Dec 

2011 
Jan – Jun 

2012 
Jul – Dec 

2012 

American Indian and 
Alaska Native 

0 0 0 0 

Asian 2 1 0 1 

Black or African 
American 

0 0 1 0 

Hispanic or Latino 2 1 0 0 

Native Hawaiian/ 
Pacific Islander 

0 0 0 0 

White 17 17 18 9 

Unknown 0 2 1 0 

Table 4  Vict im Ethnicity  
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Table 5 lists the numbers of female and male victims in the City of Blaine in 2011 and 2012.  

  
Jan – Jun 

2011 
Jul – Dec 

2011 
Jan – Jun 

2012 
Jul – Dec 

2012 

Female 18 19 17 9 

Male 3 2 3 1 

Table 5  Numbers of Female and Male Vict ims  

 

Table 6 lists the numbers of individuals known to be disabled, to have limited English proficiency (LEP) or 

to be immigrants – born outside of the U.S. and its territories, regardless of their current immigration 

status. 

 

Jan – Jun 
2011 

Jul – Dec 
2011 

Jan – Jun 
2012 

Jul – Dec 
2012 

People with 
disabilities 

0 0 0 0 

People with limited 
English proficiency 

2 2 0 0 

People who are 
immigrants / refugees 
/ asylum seekers 

3 3 1 1 

Table 6 Other Victim Demographics  
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Domestic Violence in Whatcom County: Breakdown by Jurisdiction 

Table 7 shows Verbal Domestics, Domestic Violence Offenses, and Domestic Violence 
Misdemeanor Charges Filed broken down by jurisdiction. Note that there may be some 
duplication between the WCSO, Tribal and University police departments, and other 
jurisdictions.  

JURISDICTION 
(POPULATION) 

VERBAL 

DOMESTICS 
DV 

OFFENSES 
DV 

MISDEMEANORS 

BELLINGHAM 
(81,360) 

795 597 535 

BLAINE 
(4,760) 

58 51 42 

FERNDALE 
(11,830) 

100 88 88 

LYNDEN 
(12,340) 

62 54 52 

SUMAS 
(1,399) 

23 18 31 

EVERSON & 
NOOKSACK 
(3,890) 

31 19 29 

WHATCOM COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
(87,921)1 258 415 379 

LUMMI NATION 
(6,500)2 

112 137 156 

NOOKSACK TRIBE 
(400)3 

13 2 6 

WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY N/A 6 N/A 

TOTAL 1,452 1,387 1,318 

Table 7 Domestic  Violence Data by Jurisdict ion: 20 12 

 

1
 By statute, the WCSO also has a countywide responsibility and at times handles domestic violence-related incidents within the 

corporate limits of the municipalities, which means it has responsibility for the County's total 2012 population of 203,500.  
Some of the numbers may be generated within the municipal limits and the Indian reservations. 
2
 Out of the 6,500 reservation residents, only 4,000 are tribal members. WCSO is sometimes called in to respond to non-tribal 

members; however, these calls are also included in the Lummi numbers. 
3
 Out of the 400 residents of Nooksack housing, only 320 are tribal members. WCSO is always called in to respond to non-tribal 

members; however, these calls are also included in the Nooksack numbers.  
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Summary of Findings: 

This report is a collection of domestic violence indicators for the Cities of Everson and Nooksack, 

primarily from 2005 – 2012.  Some of the key findings: 

 

 Despite an increasing trend in population over the past eight years, the numbers of domestic 

violence verbals as reported by the Everson Police Department have fluctuated, and the 

numbers of domestic violence offenses have varied slightly with the highest numbers of 

offenses reported in 2006. 

 

 The per capita rate of domestic violence offenses per 1,000 population is lower in the Cities of 

Everson and Nooksack combined than both Whatcom County and Washington State. 

 

 Misdemeanor domestic violence charges filed have fluctuated between 2005 and 2012.  The 

highest number of charges were filed in 2006 and 2011.  

 

 The most common misdemeanor domestic violence charge is assault.  

 

 When analyzed by case, an average of 64% of misdemeanor domestic violence cases resolved as 

either guilty or amended over the past eight years.  An average of 34% of cases was dismissed 

over the same time period. 

 

 The number of misdemeanant defendants (unduplicated by year) has fluctuated over the past 

eight years from a low of 13 (2009) to a high of 35 (2008) per year. 

 

 Felony domestic violence case filings ranged from 2 to 5 per year over the past 8 years, with an 

average of 80% of cases resolved as guilty. 
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Domestic Violence Indicators:  Law Enforcement 

Domestic Violence Offenses vs. Verbals 

  

In 2012: 

 The Everson Police Department reported 31 domestic verbals and 19 domestic violence offenses. 

 

Figure 1 shows the number of domestic violence offenses (as defined in the Glossary of Terms) and 

domestic violence verbals reported by the Everson Police Department between 2005 and 2012.  As 

noted in the Glossary on page 66, domestic violence verbals are incidents where law enforcement 

respond, but do not make an arrest or issue a citation.  On the other hand, domestic violence offenses 

represent the number of incidents where a domestic violence related offense is committed.   

 

Both domestic violence verbals and offenses measure law enforcement activity in response to domestic 

violence.  Domestic violence verbals represent opportunities for law enforcement to provide resources 

to the involved parties, as well as to note those relationships where potential for future violence 

appears to be high.  

 

Domestic violence offenses provide an indication of reported domestic violence related criminal 

incidents in the Cities of Everson and Nooksack.  For each reported offense, the numbers represent an 

entry point for both victims and defendants into the criminal justice system, regardless of the outcome 

of the case.  Each offense involves a significant amount of law enforcement resources, and depending 

on the circumstance, may require an arrest and jail booking. 

 
Figure 1  Domestic  Violence Verbals and Offenses Reported by Everson Police Department  

Data Source:  “Crime in Washington”, WA Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs  

Note: Offenses recorded may result in misdemeanor or felony charges. 
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Figure 2 shows the estimated population for the Cities of Everson and Nooksack combined over an eight 

year period.   Population rates for the Cities of Everson and Nooksack were used to calculate the 

domestic violence offense rate per 1,000 population in Table 1 below. 

 

 
Figure 2  Estimated Number of Everson and Nooksack Residents  

Data Source:  Washington State Off ice of Financial Management  

 

Note:  Due to changes in data reporting methods statewide, there was too much variation in statewide 

data to calculate per capita in 2012.  Numbers from 2005 – 2011 are reported in Table 1.  Per capita 

rates (per 1,000 population) of domestic violence offenses peaked for all noted jurisdictions in 2005 or 

2006, followed by a decline for a few years and ending with either a flat rate or a slight increase in 2011. 

 

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Cities of Everson-Nooksack 6.9 7.3 5.6 6.2 4.1 4.4 5.2 

Whatcom County 9.4 7.5 7.4 6.6 6.5 6.4 6.9 

Washington State 8.6 7.8 7.4 6.5 7.2 7.3 7.3 

 
Table 1 Cities of Everson and Nooksack, County and State Domestic  Violence Offense Rates  

per 1,000 Population  

Data Sources:  Washington State Office of F inancial  Management  

“Crime in Washington”,  WA Assoc iation of Sheriffs and Pol ice Chiefs  

 

The Cities of Everson and Nooksack combined have a lower per capita domestic violence offense rate 

than Washington State and Whatcom County. 
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Domestic Violence Indicators: Misdemeanor Charges, Cases and Defendants  

Domestic Violence Charges Filed 

 

In 2012: 

 Everson Municipal Court filed 29 misdemeanor domestic violence related charges. 

 

Figure 3 illustrates the number of domestic violence misdemeanor charges filed during the years 2005 – 

2012 in Everson Municipal Court.  Each charge resulting from a domestic violence incident, or case, must 

be “processed” and resolved in some manner by the court.  The filing of a charge is the first step; 

whereas, the resolution of the charge is when there has been a final disposition, such as guilty, 

dismissed, amended or deferred.    

 

The number of domestic violence misdemeanor charges filed has fluctuated between 2005 and 2012, 

ranging from 22 to 33 filings per year. 

 

  

 

 
Figure 3  Domestic  Violence Misdemeanor Charges Fi led  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   
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Domestic Violence Charges by Category of Crime 

In 2012: 

 27 misdemeanor domestic violence charges were resolved in Everson Municipal Court.  Of those 

charges resolved, 56% were assault charges, 11% were order violations, 26% were interference 

with reporting, and 7% were other types of charges. 

 

A domestic violence charge is resolved when there has been a final disposition, such as guilty, dismissed 

or amended.  In a given year, the number of charges filed will be different than the number of charges 

resolved, as charges are not necessarily filed and resolved within the same year.   

 

All analyses that follow in the remainder of this section are based on domestic violence misdemeanor 

charges resolved within the noted time period, rather than charges filed. 

 

Each domestic violence related misdemeanor charge must be linked to a corresponding crime as defined 

by state law.  Figure 4 illustrates categories of crime corresponding to the domestic violence charges 

that were resolved within a calendar year in the Cities of Everson and Nooksack.   Over the past eight 

years, assault is the most common misdemeanor charge resolved, making up between 50 and 77% of 

charges.  The next most common charge resolved has fluctuated by the year.  The category of “Other” 

includes charges such as disorderly conduct; resisting a public officer; harassment; reckless 

endangerment; and criminal trespassing.  Order violations include protection orders, restraining orders 

and no contact orders.  Malicious mischief charges are those that involve knowingly and maliciously 

causing physical damage to the property of another. 

 
Figure 4  Domestic Violence Misdemeanor Charges by Category of Crime

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   
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Domestic Violence Charges, Cases and Defendants  

In 2012: 

 27 misdemeanor domestic violence related charges were resolved in Everson Municipal Court, 

representing 18 cases and 17 unduplicated defendants. 

 

The data obtained to calculate the numbers of charges, cases and defendants came from the 

Washington State Administrative Office of the Courts’ Judicial Information System.  All charges that 

reached disposition in each noted year were reviewed.  

 

To determine the number of cases, the charges were examined by case number and date.  Any incident 

with multiple charges having the same case number was considered a case.   It is not uncommon for 

prosecutors to process and resolve charges based on a case.  So, for example, if a defendant is charged 

with assault 4, interference with reporting of domestic violence and malicious mischief in one incident, 

the prosecutor may negotiate with the defendant to dismiss two of the charges if the defendant pleads 

guilty on the remaining charge. By tracking this by charge, there are two charge dispositions of 

dismissed, and one of guilty.  However, by looking at this by case, it is a guilty disposition.  Tracking 

disposition status by case rather than by charge more accurately reflects the practice in criminal court.  

This approach demonstrates the consequences for individual defendants, compared to disposition 

status by charge.  

 

Figure 5 lists the number of misdemeanor charges and cases disposed of between 2005 and 2012, and 

the number of unduplicated defendants for the same years.  As noted below, there are more charges 

than cases resolved in each year, which means that there were a number of cases with multiple charges.  

Additionally, Figure 5 shows that the number of unduplicated defendants in each year is fairly close to 

the number of cases resolved.  

Figure 5 Numbers of Charges and Cases Disposed of, and N umber of Unduplicated Defendants  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   
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Domestic Violence Case Disposition 

 

In 2012: 

 18 domestic violence misdemeanor cases were resolved in Everson Municipal Court.  61% of 

those cases were resolved as guilty, 17% as amended, 17% as dismissed, and 5% were deferred.  

 

Filed charges ultimately reach a resolution in court.   The most familiar ways charges resolve are 

dismissal, guilty as charged, or not guilty. (Generally not guilty resolutions result from a jury trial, 

whereas guilty resolutions can result from a plea or trial.)  There are other types of disposition that 

result from negotiations (plea agreements) between the prosecutor and the defense attorney or 

defendant, pleading guilty to an amended charge or receiving a deferred prosecution (sometimes 

referred to as a “stipulated order of continuance” or “SOC”).  With an amended sentence the defendant 

enters a guilty plea to a charge that was amended from the original charge.   

 

With a deferred prosecution, the defendant stipulates to facts of the charge, agrees to an order of 

continuance and agrees to comply with certain conditions within a set time period.  The case will then 

move forward in accordance with the deferred prosecution agreement.  If the defendant is found to be 

non-compliant in that time period, the charge will resolve as guilty.  If the defendant complies with the 

agreement, the original charge may be amended or dismissed upon completion.  Therefore, when 

reviewing disposition status, some dismissals or amended may reflect successful resolution of a deferred 

prosecution or stipulated order of continuance.   Likewise, some guilty resolutions may reflect non-

compliance with a deferred prosecution.   

 

One limitation to the data below is that it is not able to differentiate which resolutions result from a 

deferred prosecution as discussed above.  Another limitation to looking solely at dispositions status is 

that it does not provide information, or context, on why a particular resolution was reached. 

 

Figure 6 shows disposition status of domestic violence misdemeanor cases resolved in each noted year. 

As discussed previously, disposition status by case rather than by charge more accurately reflects the 

practice of the criminal justice system.  
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Figure 6  Disposit ion Status of Domestic Violence Misdemeanor Cases Resolved  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   

Figure 6 shows that in the Cities of Everson and Nooksack, dismissed cases range from 17-50% of the 
total misdemeanor cases resolved, with an average of 34% of the cases dismissed over the eight year 
period.  Guilty and amended cases  combined (since both involve a guilty disposition) range from 50-80% 
of the total misdemeanor cases resolved, with an average of 64% of the cases resolved as 
guilty/amended in the eight years noted above. 

Again, when reviewing disposition status, some dismissed or amended resolutions may reflect successful 
resolution of a deferred prosecution or stipulated order of continuance.   Likewise, some guilty 
resolutions may reflect non-compliance with a deferred prosecution. 
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Domestic Violence Indicators:  Felony Cases 

Felony Domestic Violence Case Filings and Disposition Status 

Table  2 illustrates the number of felony domestic violence case filings from the Cities of Everson and 

Nooksack that were charged by the Whatcom County Prosecutor’s Office in Whatcom County Superior 

Court.  

 

Table 2 also illustrates the disposition status of felony cases from the Cities of Everson and Nooksack 

that were resolved in a calendar year.  It is very common for a felony case to have multiple charges.   

 

Compared to misdemeanors, very few domestic violence felonies are filed each year. Though there are 

too few cases to draw strong conclusions from this data, domestic violence felony cases were much 

more likely to result in a guilty rather than dismissed disposition.  In the table below, a guilty resolution 

can include both a guilty plea and a guilty by trial.  There was one “Not Guilty by Trial” resolution. 

    
  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Cases Filed 4 4 2 5 3 3 2 5 

          

 
Cases Resolved 

Guilty 3 2 2 4 3 0 3 3 

Dismissed 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Warrant 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 Not Guilty 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

 
Table 2  Felony Cases Filed and Resolved  

Data Source:  Whatcom County Prosecutors  Off ice  

 

Note: Domestic Violence felony cases are not necessarily filed and disposed of in the same year. 
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Domestic Violence Specialist:  Victim Statistics  
 

The statistics noted below are collected by the Domestic Violence Specialist (DVS), a prosecution-based 

domestic violence victim advocate in the small cities of Blaine, Everson and Nooksack, Ferndale, Lynden 

and Sumas.   The data collected by the DVS is collected for federal grant reporting purposes, and is 

tallied semi-annually.  

 

Note: This data only represents victims in criminal domestic violence cases in the small cities who 

received services provided by the DVS.  Thus, the data cannot be generalized to represent victims of 

domestic violence in the Cities of Everson and Nooksack.  Due to the fact that reporting is made on a 

semi-annual basis, duplication in the numbers and demographics of victims may be present between the 

time periods reported below. However, there is no duplication within each six month time period. 

 

Table 3 shows the numbers of contacts made to victims in the Cities of Everson and Nooksack by the 

Domestic Violence Specialist. 

 

 

Jan – Jun 
2011 

Jul – Dec 
2011 

Jan – Jun 
2012 

Jul – Dec 
2012 

Victim witness notification/ outreach 
to victim (number of times) 

8 2 12 10 

Number of victims served 13 12 14 10 

Number of contacts 56 67 50 36 

 
Table 3 Number of Contacts made to Vict ims by DVS  

 

Table 4 shows the ethnicities of people served by the DVS in 2011 and 2012 from the Cities of Everson 

and Nooksack. This information comes primarily from police reports. Since an individual may identify 

with more than one ethnicity, some individuals are counted multiple times.  

  
Jan – 

Jun 2011 
Jul – Dec 

2011 
Jan – Jun 

2012 
Jul – Dec 

2012 

American Indian and 
Alaska Native 

0 0 0 0 

Asian 0 2 2 1 

Black or African 
American 

0 0 0 0 

Hispanic or Latino 5 2 3 2 

Native Hawaiian/ 
Pacific Islander 

1 0 0 0 

White 7 8 9 7 

Unknown 0 0 0 0 

Table 4  Vict im Ethnicity  
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Table 5 lists the numbers of female and male victims in the Cities of Everson and Nooksack in 2011 and 

2012.  

  
Jan – Jun 

2011 
Jul – Dec 

2011 
Jan – Jun 

2012 
Jul – Dec 

2012 

Female 12 11 11 7 

Male 1 1 3 3 

Table 5  Numbers of Female and Male Vict ims  

 

Table 6 lists the numbers of individuals known to be disabled, to have limited English proficiency (LEP) or 

to be immigrants – born outside of the U.S. and its territories, regardless of their current immigration 

status. 

 

Jan – Jun 
2011 

Jul – Dec 
2011 

Jan – Jun 
2012 

Jul – Dec 
2012 

People with 
disabilities 

1 1 0 0 

People with limited 
English proficiency 

4 2 4 3 

People who are 
immigrants / refugees 
/ asylum seekers 

2 2 4 2 

Table 6 Other Victim Demographics  
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Domestic Violence in Whatcom County: Breakdown by Jurisdiction 

Table 7 shows Verbal Domestics, Domestic Violence Offenses, and Domestic Violence 
Misdemeanor Charges Filed broken down by jurisdiction. Note that there may be some 
duplication between the WCSO, Tribal and University police departments, and other 
jurisdictions.  

JURISDICTION 
(POPULATION) 

VERBAL 

DOMESTICS 
DV 

OFFENSES 
DV 

MISDEMEANORS 

BELLINGHAM 
(81,360) 

795 597 535 

BLAINE 
(4,760) 

58 51 42 

FERNDALE 
(11,830) 

100 88 88 

LYNDEN 
(12,340) 

62 54 52 

SUMAS 
(1,399) 

23 18 31 

EVERSON & 
NOOKSACK 
(3,890) 

31 19 29 

WHATCOM COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
(87,921)4 258 415 379 

LUMMI NATION 
(6,500)5 

112 137 156 

NOOKSACK TRIBE 
(400)6 

13 2 6 

WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY N/A 6 N/A 

TOTAL 1,452 1,387 1,318 

Table 7 Domestic  Violence Data by Jurisdict ion: 2012 

 

4
 By statute, the WCSO also has a countywide responsibility and at times handles domestic violence-related incidents within the 

corporate limits of the municipalities, which means it has responsibility for the County's total 2012 population of 203,500.  
Some of the numbers may be generated within the municipal limits and the Indian reservations. 
5
 Out of the 6,500 reservation residents, only 4,000 are tribal members. WCSO is sometimes called in to respond to non-tribal 

members; however, these calls are also included in the Lummi numbers. 
6
 Out of the 400 residents of Nooksack housing, only 320 are tribal members. WCSO is always called in to respond to non-tribal 

members; however, these calls are also included in the Nooksack numbers.  



 Page 30 

Summary of Findings: 

This report is a collection of domestic violence indicators for the City of Ferndale, primarily from 2005 – 

2012.  Some of the key findings: 

 

 Despite an increasing trend in population over the past eight years, the numbers of domestic 

violence offenses and verbals as reported by the Ferndale Police Department have fluctuated.   

Domestic verbals peaked at 137 in 2007 and domestic violence offenses peaked at 123 in 2011. 

 

 The per capita rate of domestic violence offenses per 1,000 population is higher in the City of 

Ferndale than in Whatcom County or Washington State, with the exception of 2010 when Ferndale 

was lower than Washington State. 

 

 Misdemeanor domestic violence charges filed have fluctuated.  The year 2011 had the highest 

number of filings, with 114 misdemeanor domestic violence charges filed. 

 

 The most common misdemeanor domestic violence charges are assault and order violations. 

 

 When analyzed by case, an average of 51% of misdemeanor domestic violence cases resolved as 

either guilty or amended over the past eight years.  An average of 37% of cases were dismissed over 

the same time period and an average of 11% of cases per year were deferred. 

 

 The number of misdemeanant defendants (unduplicated by year) has fluctuated over the past eight 

years from a low of 50 (2010) to a high of 96 (2005) per year. 

 

 Felony domestic violence case filings ranged from 9 to 23 per year over the past eight years, with an 

average of 77% of cases resolved as guilty. 
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Domestic Violence Indicators:  Law Enforcement 

Domestic Violence Offenses vs. Verbals 

  

In 2012: 

 The Ferndale Police Department reported 100 domestic verbals and 88 domestic violence 

offenses. 

 

Figure 1 shows the number of domestic violence offenses (see definition in Glossary of Terms) and 

domestic violence verbals reported by the Ferndale Police Department between 2005 and 2012.  As 

noted in the Glossary on page 66, domestic violence verbals are incidents where law enforcement 

respond, but do not make an arrest or issue a citation.  On the other hand, domestic violence offenses 

represent the number of incidents where a domestic violence related offense is committed.   

 

Both domestic violence verbals and offenses measure law enforcement activity in response to domestic 

violence.  Domestic violence verbals represent opportunities for law enforcement to provide resources 

to the involved parties, as well as to note those relationships where potential for future violence 

appears to be high.  

 

Domestic violence offenses provide an indication of reported domestic violence related criminal 

incidents in the City of Ferndale.  For each reported offense, the numbers represent an entry point for 

both victims and defendants into the criminal justice system, regardless of the outcome of the case.  

Each offense involves a significant amount of law enforcement resources, and depending on the 

circumstance, may require an arrest and jail booking. 

 
Figure 1  Domestic  Violence Verbals and Offenses Reported by Ferndale Police Department  

Data Source:  “Crime in Washington”, WA Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs 

Note: Offenses recorded may result in misdemeanor or felony charges. 
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Figure 2 shows the estimated Ferndale population over an eight year period.   Population rates for the 

City of Ferndale were used to calculate the domestic violence offense rate per 1,000 population in Table 

1 below. 

 

 
Figure 2  Estimated Number of Ferndale Residents  

Data Source:  Washington State Off ice of Fin ancial Management  

 

Note:  Due to changes in data reporting methods statewide, there was too much variation in statewide 

data to calculate per capita in 2012.  Numbers from 2005 – 2011 are reported in Table 1.  Per capita 

rates (per 1,000 population) of domestic violence offenses peaked for all noted jurisdictions in 2005, 

followed by a decline for a few years and ending with either a flat rate or a slight increase in 2011. 

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

City of Ferndale 11.5 9.5 7.9 7.8 8.1 7.1 10.7 

Whatcom County 9.4 7.5 7.4 6.6 6.5 6.4 6.9 

Washington State 8.6 7.8 7.4 6.5 7.2 7.3 7.3 

 

Table 1 City of Ferndale, County and State Domestic Violence Offense Rates  

per 1,000 Population  

Data Sources:  Washington State Office of F inancial  Management   

“Crime in Washington”,  WA Assoc iation of Sheriffs and Pol ice Chiefs  

 

The City of Ferndale has a higher per capita domestic violence offense rate than Washington State or 

Whatcom County, except in 2010 when its rate was lower than Washington State. 
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Domestic Violence Indicators: Misdemeanor Charges, Cases and Defendants  

Domestic Violence Charges Filed 

 

In 2012: 

 Ferndale Municipal Court filed 88 misdemeanor domestic violence charges. 

 

Figure 3 illustrates the number of domestic violence misdemeanor charges filed during the years 2005 – 

2012 in Ferndale Municipal Court.  Each charge resulting from a domestic violence incident, or case, 

must be “processed” and resolved in some manner by the court.  The filing of a charge is the first step; 

whereas, the resolution of the charge is when there has been a final disposition, such as guilty, 

dismissed, amended or deferred.    

 

The number of domestic violence misdemeanor charges filed decreased substantially between 2005 and 

2006 and remained fairly stable from 2006 – 2008.  It then increased until 2011, followed by a decrease 

in 2012. 

 

  

 

 
Figure 3 Domestic Violence Misdemeanor Charges Fi led  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   
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Domestic Violence Charges by Category of Crime 

In 2012: 

 101 misdemeanor domestic violence charges were resolved in Ferndale Municipal Court.  Of 

those charges resolved, 37% were assault charges, 32% were order violations, 17% were “other” 

charges and 14% were malicious mischief charges. 

 

A domestic violence charge is resolved when there has been a final disposition, such as guilty, dismissed 

or amended.  In a given year, the number of charges filed will be different than the number of charges 

resolved, as charges are not necessarily filed and resolved within the same year.   

 

All analyses that follow in the remainder of this section are based on domestic violence misdemeanor 

charges resolved within the noted time period, rather than charges filed. 

 

Each domestic violence related misdemeanor charge must be linked to a corresponding crime as defined 

by state law.  Figure 4 illustrates categories of crime corresponding to the domestic violence charges 

that were resolved within a calendar year in the City of Ferndale.  Order violations include protection 

orders, restraining orders and no contact orders.  The category of “Other” includes charges such as 

disorderly conduct; interference with reporting of domestic violence; reckless endangerment; 

obstructing law enforcement officer; resisting arrest; harassment; and criminal trespass.   Malicious 

mischief charges are those that involve knowingly and maliciously causing physical damage to the 

property of another.  

 
Figure 4  Domestic Violence Misdemeanor Charges by Category of Crime

Data Source:  Judic ial Information Sy stem, State of Washington   
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Domestic Violence Charges, Cases and Defendants  

 

In 2012: 

 101 misdemeanor domestic violence related charges were resolved in Ferndale Municipal Court, 

representing 63 cases and 56 unduplicated defendants. 

 

The data obtained to calculate the numbers of charges, cases and defendants came from the 

Washington State Administrative Office of the Courts’ Judicial Information System.  All charges that 

reached disposition in each noted year were reviewed.  

 

To determine the number of cases, the charges were examined by case number and date.  Any incident 

with multiple charges having the same case number was considered a case.   It is not uncommon for 

prosecutors to process and resolve charges based on a case.  So, for example, if a defendant is charged 

with assault 4, interference with reporting of domestic violence and malicious mischief in one incident, 

the prosecutor may negotiate with the defendant to dismiss two of the charges if the defendant pleads 

guilty on the remaining charge. By tracking this by charge, there are two charge dispositions of 

dismissed, and one of guilty.  However, by looking at this by case, it is a guilty disposition.  Tracking 

disposition status by case rather than by charge more accurately reflects the practice in criminal court.  

This approach demonstrates the consequences for individual defendants, compared to disposition 

status by charge.  

 

Figure 5 lists the number of misdemeanor charges and cases disposed of between 2005 and 2012, and 

the number of unduplicated defendants for the same years.  As noted below, there are more charges 

than cases resolved in each year, which means that there were a number of cases with multiple charges.  

Additionally, Figure 5 shows that the number of unduplicated defendants in each year is fairly close to 

the number of cases resolved.  

Figure 5 Numbers of Charges and Cases Disposed of, and Number of Unduplicated Defendants  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   
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Domestic Violence Case Disposition 

 

In 2012: 

 63 misdemeanor domestic violence cases were resolved in Ferndale Municipal Court.  57% of 

those cases resolved as guilty, 30% resolved as dismissed, 9% resolved as deferred, 2% as 

amended, and 2% as not guilty. 

 

Filed charges ultimately reach a resolution in court.   The most familiar ways charges resolve are 

dismissal, guilty as charged, or not guilty. (Generally not guilty resolutions result from a jury trial, 

whereas guilty resolutions can result from a plea or trial.)  There are other types of disposition that 

result from negotiations (plea agreements) between the prosecutor and the defense attorney or 

defendant, pleading guilty to an amended charge or receiving a deferred prosecution (sometimes 

referred to as a “stipulated order of continuance” or “SOC”).  With an amended disposition the 

defendant enters a guilty plea to a charge that was amended from the original charge.   

 

With a deferred prosecution, the defendant stipulates to facts of the charge, agrees to an order of 

continuance and agrees to comply with certain conditions within a set time period.  The case will then 

move forward in accordance with the deferred prosecution agreement.  If the defendant is found to be 

non-compliant in that time period, the charge will resolve as guilty.  If the defendant complies with the 

agreement, the original charge may be amended or dismissed upon completion.  Therefore, when 

reviewing disposition status, some dismissals or amended may reflect successful resolution of a deferred 

prosecution or stipulated order of continuance.   Likewise, some guilty resolutions may reflect non-

compliance with a deferred prosecution.   

 

One limitation to the data below is that it is not able to differentiate which resolutions result from a 

deferred prosecution as discussed above.  Another limitation to looking solely at dispositions status is 

that it does not provide information, or context, on why a particular resolution was reached. 

 

Figure 6 shows disposition status of domestic violence misdemeanor cases resolved in each noted year. 

As discussed previously, disposition status by case rather than by charge more accurately reflects the 

practice of the criminal justice system.  
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Figure 6  Disposit ion Status of Domestic Violence Misdemeanor Cases Resolved  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   

Figure 6 shows that in the City of Ferndale, dismissed cases range from 30-49% of the total 
misdemeanor cases resolved, with an average of 37% of the cases dismissed over the eight year period.  
Guilty and amended cases  combined (since both involve a guilty disposition) range from 37-66% of the 
total misdemeanor cases resolved, with an average of 51% of the cases resolved as guilty/amended in 
the eight years noted above.  Deferred prosecution cases range from 2–26% of the total misdemeanor 
cases resolved in a given year, with an average of 11% of cases resolved as deferred over the eight years 
noted above. 

Again, when reviewing disposition status, some dismissed or amended resolutions may reflect successful 
resolution of a deferred prosecution or stipulated order of continuance.   Likewise, some guilty 
resolutions may reflect non-compliance with a deferred prosecution. 
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Domestic Violence Indicators:  Felony Cases 

Felony Domestic Violence Case Filings and Disposition Status 

Table  2 illustrates the number of felony domestic violence case filings from the City of Ferndale that 

were charged by the Whatcom County Prosecutor’s Office in Whatcom County Superior Court.  

 

Table 2 also illustrates the disposition status of Ferndale felony cases resolved in a calendar year.  It is 

very common for a felony case to have multiple charges.   

 

Compared to misdemeanors, very few domestic violence felonies are filed each year. Though there are 

too few cases to draw strong conclusions from this data, domestic violence felony cases were much 

more likely to result in a guilty rather than dismissed disposition.  In the table below, a guilty resolution 

can include both a guilty plea and a guilty by trial.  There were no “Not Guilty by Trial” resolutions. 

    

  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Cases Filed 9 23 9 11 13 14 13 12 

          

Cases Resolved 

Guilty 5 14 11 10 10 13 13 7 

Dismissed 1 6 4 1 0 2 2 1 

Warrant 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Deferred 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

 
Table 2  Felony Cases Filed and Resolved  

Data Source:  Whatcom County Prosecutors  Off ice  

 

Note: Domestic Violence felony cases are not necessarily filed and disposed of in the same year. 
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Domestic Violence Specialist:  Victim Statistics  
 

The statistics noted below are collected by the Domestic Violence Specialist (DVS), a prosecution-based 

domestic violence victim advocate in the small cities of Blaine, Everson-Nooksack, Ferndale, Lynden and 

Sumas.   The data collected by the DVS is collected for federal grant reporting purposes, and is tallied 

semi-annually.  

 

Note: This data only represents victims in criminal domestic violence cases in the small cities who 

received services provided by the DVS.  Thus, the data cannot be generalized to represent victims of 

domestic violence in the City of Ferndale.  Due to the fact that reporting is made on a semi-annual basis, 

duplication in the numbers and demographics of victims may be present between the time periods 

reported below. However, there is no duplication within each six month time period. 

 

Table 3 shows the numbers of contacts made to victims in the City of Ferndale by the Domestic Violence 

Specialist. 

 

 

Jan – Jun 
2011 

Jul – Dec 
2011 

Jan – Jun 
2012 

Jul – Dec 
2012 

Victim witness notification/ outreach 
to victim (number of times) 

38 19 36 49 

Number of victims served 37 34 32 31 

Number of contacts 195 215 143 178 

 
Table 3 Number of Contacts made to Vict ims by DVS  

 

Table 4 shows the ethnicities of people served by the DVS in 2011 and 2012 from the City of Ferndale. 

This information comes primarily from police reports. Since an individual may identify with more than 

one ethnicity, some individuals are counted multiple times.  

  
Jan – 

Jun 2011 
Jul – Dec 

2011 
Jan – Jun 

2012 
Jul – Dec 

2012 

American Indian and 
Alaska Native 

2 2 3 4 

Asian 1 1 0 1 

Black or African 
American 

1 1 1 1 

Hispanic or Latino 2 0 3 3 

Native Hawaiian/ 
Pacific Islander 

0 0 1 0 

White 32 29 24 22 

Unknown 0 1 0 0 

Table 4  Vict im Ethnicity  
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Table 5 lists the numbers of female and male victims in the City of Ferndale in 2011 and 2012.  

  
Jan – Jun 

2011 
Jul – Dec 

2011 
Jan – Jun 

2012 
Jul – Dec 

2012 

Female 29 33 27 29 

Male 8 1 5 2 

Table 5  Numbers of Female and Male Vict ims  

 

Table 6 lists the numbers of individuals known to be disabled, to have limited English proficiency (LEP) or 

to be immigrants – born outside of the U.S. and its territories, regardless of their current immigration 

status. 

 

Jan – Jun 
2011 

Jul – Dec 
2011 

Jan – Jun 
2012 

Jul – Dec 
2012 

People with 
disabilities 

2 4 0 4 

People with limited 
English proficiency 

0 0 0 0 

People who are 
immigrants / refugees 
/ asylum seekers 

2 1 4 1 

Table 6 Other Victim Demographics  
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Domestic Violence in Whatcom County: Breakdown by Jurisdiction 

Table 7 shows Verbal Domestics, Domestic Violence Offenses, and Domestic Violence 
Misdemeanor Charges Filed broken down by jurisdiction. Note that there may be some 
duplication between the WCSO, Tribal and University police departments, and other 
jurisdictions.  

JURISDICTION 
(POPULATION) 

VERBAL 

DOMESTICS 
DV 

OFFENSES 
DV 

MISDEMEANORS 

BELLINGHAM 
(81,360) 

795 597 535 

BLAINE 
(4,760) 

58 51 42 

FERNDALE 
(11,830) 

100 88 88 

LYNDEN 
(12,340) 

62 54 52 

SUMAS 
(1,399) 

23 18 31 

EVERSON & 
NOOKSACK 
(3,890) 

31 19 29 

WHATCOM COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
(87,921)7 258 415 379 

LUMMI NATION 
(6,500)8 

112 137 156 

NOOKSACK TRIBE 
(400)9 

13 2 6 

WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY N/A 6 N/A 

TOTAL 1,452 1,387 1,318 

Table 7 Domestic  Violence Data by Jurisdict ion: 20 12 

 

7
 By statute, the WCSO also has a countywide responsibility and at times handles domestic violence-related incidents within the 

corporate limits of the municipalities, which means it has responsibility for the County's total 2012 population of 203,500.  
Some of the numbers may be generated within the municipal limits and the Indian reservations. 
8
 Out of the 6,500 reservation residents, only 4,000 are tribal members. WCSO is sometimes called in to respond to non-tribal 

members; however, these calls are also included in the Lummi numbers. 
9
 Out of the 400 residents of Nooksack housing, only 320 are tribal members. WCSO is always called in to respond to non-tribal 

members; however, these calls are also included in the Nooksack numbers.  
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Summary of Findings: 

This report is a collection of domestic violence indicators for the City of Lynden, primarily from 2005 – 

2012.  Some of the key findings: 

 

 The City of Lynden has seen an increase in population over the past eight years.  Domestic 

violence offenses and verbals as reported by the Lynden Police Department have also increased 

slowly but steadily during the eight years. 

  

 The per capita rate of domestic violence offenses per 1,000 population is consistently lower in 

the City of Lynden than in Whatcom County or Washington State. 

 

 Misdemeanor domestic violence charges filed have fluctuated between 2005 and 2012.  2012 

had the highest filings, with 52 misdemeanor domestic violence charges filed. 

 

 The most common misdemeanor domestic violence charges are assault, followed by order 

violations and “other” charges. 

 

 When analyzed by case, an average of 63% of misdemeanor domestic violence cases resolved as 

either guilty or amended over the past eight years.  An average of 34% of cases were dismissed 

over the same time period. 

 

 The number of misdemeanant defendants (unduplicated by year) has fluctuated over the past 

eight years from a low of 15 (2005) to a high of 25 (2011).  

 

 Felony domestic violence case filings ranged from 3 to 6 per year over the past eight years, with 

an average of 89% of cases resolved as guilty. 
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Domestic Violence Indicators:  Law Enforcement 

Domestic Violence Offenses vs. Verbals 

  

In 2012: 

 The Lynden Police Department reported 62 domestic verbals and 54 domestic violence offenses. 

 

Figure 1 shows the number of domestic violence offenses (see definition in Glossary of Terms) and 

domestic violence verbals reported by the Lynden Police Department between 2005 and 2012.  As noted 

in the Glossary on page 66, domestic violence verbals are incidents where law enforcement respond, 

but do not make an arrest or issue a citation.  On the other hand, domestic violence offenses represent 

the number of incidents where a domestic violence related offense is committed.   

 

Both domestic violence verbals and offenses measure law enforcement activity in response to domestic 

violence.  Domestic violence verbals represent opportunities for law enforcement to provide resources 

to the involved parties, as well as to note those relationships where potential for future violence 

appears to be high.  

 

Domestic violence offenses provide an indication of reported domestic violence related criminal 

incidents in the City of Lynden.  For each reported offense, the numbers represent an entry point for 

both victims and defendants into the criminal justice system, regardless of the outcome of the case.  

Each offense involves a significant amount of law enforcement resources, and depending on the 

circumstance, may require an arrest and jail booking.  

 
Figure 1  Domestic  Violence Verbals and Offenses Reported by Lynden Police Department  

Data Source:  “Crime in Washington”, WA Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs 

Note: Offenses recorded may result in misdemeanor or felony charges. 
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Figure 2 shows the estimated Lynden population over an eight year period.  Population rates for the City 

of Lynden were used to calculate the domestic violence offense rate per 1,000 population in Table 1 

below. 

 

 
Figure 2  Estimated Number of Lynden Residents  

Data Source:  Washington State Off ice of Financial Management  

 

Note:  Due to changes in data reporting methods statewide, there was too much variation in statewide 

data to calculate per capita in 2012.  Numbers from 2005 – 2011 are reported in Table 1.  Per capita 

rates (per 1,000 population) of domestic violence offenses peaked for all noted jurisdictions in 2005 

(with the exception of Lynden), followed by a decline for a few years and ending with either a flat rate or 

a slight increase in 2011. 

 

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

City of Lynden 3.1 3.0 2.3 2.8 4.4 4.8 5.6 

Whatcom County 9.4 7.5 7.4 6.6 6.5 6.4 6.9 

Washington State 8.6 7.8 7.4 6.5 7.2 7.3 7.3 

 
Table 1 City of Lynden, County and State Domestic Violence Offense Rates  

per 1,000 Population  

Data Sources:  Washington State Office of F inancial  Management  

“Crime in Washington”,  WA Assoc iation of Sheriffs and Pol ice Chiefs  

 

The City of Lynden consistently has a lower per capita domestic violence offense rate than Washington 

State or Whatcom County. 
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Domestic Violence Indicators: Misdemeanor Charges, Cases and Defendants  

Domestic Violence Charges Filed 

 

In 2012: 

 Lynden Municipal Court filed 52 misdemeanor domestic violence related charges. 

 

Figure 3 illustrates the number of domestic violence misdemeanor charges filed during the years 2005 – 

2012 in Lynden Municipal Court.  Each charge resulting from a domestic violence incident, or case, must 

be “processed” and resolved in some manner by the court.  The filing of a charge is the first step; 

whereas, the resolution of the charge is when there has been a final disposition, such as guilty, 

dismissed, amended or deferred. 

 

The number of domestic violence misdemeanor charges filed has fluctuated over the past eight years 

from a low of 19 in 2006 to a high of 52 in 2012.  

 

  

 

 
Figure 3  Domestic  Violence Misdemeanor Charges Fi led  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Domestic Violence Charges by Category of Crime 
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In 2012: 

 39 misdemeanor domestic violence charges were resolved in Lynden Municipal Court.  Of those 

charges resolved, 36% were assault charges, 38% were "other” charges, 16% malicious mischief, 

and 10% order violations. 

 

A domestic violence charge is resolved when there has been a final disposition, such as guilty, dismissed 

or amended.  In a given year, the number of charges filed will be different than the number of charges 

resolved, as charges are not necessarily filed and resolved within the same year.   

 

All analyses that follow in the remainder of this section are based on domestic violence misdemeanor 

charges resolved within the noted time period, rather than charges filed. 

 

Each domestic violence related misdemeanor charge must be linked to a corresponding crime as defined 

by state law.  Figure 4 illustrates categories of crime corresponding to the domestic violence charges 

that were resolved within a calendar year in the City of Lynden.   Order violations include protection 

orders, restraining orders and no contact orders.  The category of “Other” includes charges such as 

disorderly conduct; interference with reporting of domestic violence; resisting arrest; harassment; 

stalking; displaying weapon and criminal trespass.  Malicious mischief charges are those that involve 

knowingly and maliciously causing physical damage to the property of another. 

 

 
Figure 4  Domestic Violence Misdemeanor Charges by Category of Crime

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   

Domestic Violence Charges, Cases and Defendants 

 

In 2012: 
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 39 misdemeanor domestic violence charges were resolved in Lynden Municipal Court, 

representing 22 cases and 22 unduplicated defendants. 

 

The data obtained to calculate the numbers of charges, cases and defendants came from the 

Washington State Administrative Office of the Courts’ Judicial Information System.  All charges that 

reached disposition in each noted year were reviewed.   

 

To determine the number of cases, the charges were examined by case number and date.  Any incident 

with multiple charges having the same case number was considered a case.   It is not uncommon for 

prosecutors to process and resolve charges based on a case.  So, for example, if a defendant is charged 

with assault 4, interference with reporting of domestic violence and malicious mischief in one incident, 

the prosecutor may negotiate with the defendant to dismiss two of the charges if the defendant pleads 

guilty on the remaining charge. By tracking this by charge, there are two charge dispositions of 

dismissed, and one of guilty.  However, by looking at this by case, it is a guilty disposition.  Tracking 

disposition status by case rather than by charge more accurately reflects the practice in criminal court.  

This approach demonstrates the consequences for individual defendants, compared to disposition 

status by charge.  

 

Figure 5 lists the number of misdemeanor charges and cases disposed of between 2005 and 2012, and 

the number of unduplicated defendants for the same years.  As noted below, there are more charges 

than cases resolved in each year, which means that there were a number of cases with multiple charges.   

Although the number of charges has fluctuated a bit, the number of cases has remained fairly steady.  

Additionally, Figure 5 shows that the number of unduplicated defendants in each year is fairly close to 

the number of cases resolved.  

Figure 5 Numbers of Charges and Cases Disposed of, and Number of Unduplicated Defendants  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   

Domestic Violence Case Disposition 

 

In 2012: 
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 22 misdemeanor domestic violence cases were resolved in Lynden Municipal Court.  68% of those 

cases resolved as guilty, 23% resolved as dismissed, and 9% resolved as deferred. 

 

Filed charges ultimately reach a resolution in court.   The most familiar ways charges resolve are 

dismissal, guilty as charged, or not guilty. (Generally not guilty resolutions result from a jury trial, 

whereas guilty resolutions can result from a plea or trial.)  There are other types of disposition that 

result from negotiations (plea agreements) between the prosecutor and the defense attorney or 

defendant, pleading guilty to an amended charge or receiving a deferred prosecution (sometimes 

referred to as a “stipulated order of continuance” or “SOC”).  With an amended sentence the defendant 

enters a guilty plea to a charge that was amended from the original charge.   

 

With a deferred prosecution, the defendant stipulates to facts of the charge, agrees to an order of 

continuance and agrees to comply with certain conditions within a set time period.  The case will then 

move forward in accordance with the deferred prosecution agreement.  If the defendant is found to be 

non-compliant in that time period, the charge will resolve as guilty.  If the defendant complies with the 

agreement, the original charge may be amended or dismissed upon completion.  Therefore, when 

reviewing disposition status, some dismissals or amended may reflect successful resolution of a deferred 

prosecution or stipulated order of continuance.   Likewise, some guilty resolutions may reflect non-

compliance with a deferred prosecution.   

 

One limitation to the data below is that it is not able to differentiate which resolutions result from a 

deferred prosecution as discussed above.  Another limitation to looking solely at dispositions status is 

that it does not provide information, or context, on why a particular resolution was reached. 

 

Figure 6 shows disposition status of domestic violence misdemeanor cases resolved in each noted year. 

As discussed previously, disposition status by case rather than by charge more accurately reflects the 

practice of the criminal justice system.  
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Figure 6  Disposit ion Status of Domestic Violence Misdemeanor Cases Resolved  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washin gton  

 

Figure 6 shows that in the City of Lynden, dismissed cases range from 19-63% of the total misdemeanor 
cases resolved, with an average of 34% of the cases dismissed over the eight year period.  Guilty and 
amended cases  combined (since both involve a guilty disposition) range from 38-77% of the total 
misdemeanor cases resolved, with an average of 63% of the cases resolved as guilty/amended in the 
eight years noted above.   An average of 3% of cases were deferred. 

Again, when reviewing disposition status, some dismissed or amended resolutions may reflect successful 
resolution of a deferred prosecution or stipulated order of continuance.   Likewise, some guilty 
resolutions may reflect non-compliance with a deferred prosecution. 
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Domestic Violence Indicators:  Felony Cases 

Felony Domestic Violence Case Filings and Disposition Status 

Table  2 illustrates the number of felony domestic violence case filings from the City of Lynden that were 

charged by the Whatcom County Prosecutor’s Office in Whatcom County Superior Court.  

 

Table 2 also illustrates the disposition status of Lynden felony cases resolved in a calendar year.  It is 

very common for a felony case to have multiple charges.   

 

Compared to misdemeanors, very few domestic violence felonies are filed each year. Though there are 

too few cases to draw strong conclusions from this data, domestic violence felony cases were much 

more likely to result in a guilty rather than dismissed disposition.  In the table below, a guilty resolution 

can include both a guilty plea and a guilty by trial.  There were no “Not Guilty by Trial” resolutions. 

    

  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Cases Filed 6 5 3 6 6 6 6 5 

          

Cases Resolved 
Guilty 7 3 3 7 6 3 4 5 

Dismissed 0 1 0 0 0 2 1 0 

 
Table 2  Felony Cases Filed and Resolved  

Data Source:  Whatcom County Prosecutors  Off ice  

 

Note: Domestic Violence felony cases are not necessarily filed and disposed of in the same year. 
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Domestic Violence Specialist:  Victim Statistics  
 

The statistics noted below are collected by the Domestic Violence Specialist (DVS), a prosecution-based 

domestic violence victim advocate in the small cities of Blaine, Everson-Nooksack, Ferndale, Lynden and 

Sumas.   The data collected by the DVS is collected for federal grant reporting purposes, and is tallied 

semi-annually.  

 

Note: This data only represents victims in criminal domestic violence cases in the small cities who 

received services provided by the DVS.  Thus, the data cannot be generalized to represent victims of 

domestic violence in the City of Lynden.  Due to the fact that reporting is made on a semi-annual basis, 

duplication in the numbers and demographics of victims may be present between the time periods 

reported below. However, there is no duplication within each six month time period. 

 

Table 3 shows the numbers of contacts made to victims in the City of Lynden by the Domestic Violence 

Specialist. 

 

 

Jan – Jun 
2011 

Jul – Dec 
2011 

Jan – Jun 
2012 

Jul – Dec 
2012 

Victim witness notification/ outreach 
to victim (number of times) 

11 19 14 25 

Number of victims served 15 19 16 20 

Number of contacts 80 89 74 84 
 

Table 3  Number of Contacts made to Vict ims by DVS  

 

Table 4 shows the ethnicities of people served by the DVS in 2011 and 2012 from the City of Lynden. 

This information comes primarily from police reports. Since an individual may identify with more than 

one ethnicity, some individuals are counted multiple times.  

  
Jan – 

Jun 2011 
Jul – Dec 

2011 
Jan – Jun 

2012 
Jul – Dec 

2012 

American Indian and 
Alaska Native 

0 0 0 0 

Asian 1 2 2 1 

Black or African 
American 

0 0 0 0 

Hispanic or Latino 2 2 2 2 

Native Hawaiian/ 
Pacific Islander 

0 0 0 0 

White 10 14 13 17 

Unknown 2 1 1 0 
 

Table 4  Vict im Ethnicity  

Table 5 lists the numbers of female and male victims in the City of Lynden in 2011 and 2012.  
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Jan – Jun 

2011 
Jul – Dec 

2011 
Jan – Jun 

2012 
Jul – Dec 

2012 

Female 12 17 13 18 

Male 3 2 3 2 

Table 5  Numbers of Female and Male Vict ims  

 

Table 6 lists the numbers of individuals known to be disabled, to have limited English proficiency (LEP) or 

to be immigrants – born outside of the U.S. and its territories, regardless of their current immigration 

status. 

 

Jan – Jun 
2011 

Jul – Dec 
2011 

Jan – Jun 
2012 

Jul – Dec 
2012 

People with 
disabilities 

1 1 1 3 

People with limited 
English proficiency 

2 2 1 1 

People who are 
immigrants / refugees 
/ asylum seekers 

2 2 1 1 

Table 6 Other Victim Demographics  
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Domestic Violence in Whatcom County: Breakdown by Jurisdiction 

Table 7 shows Verbal Domestics, Domestic Violence Offenses, and Domestic Violence 
Misdemeanor Charges Filed broken down by jurisdiction. Note that there may be some 
duplication between the WCSO, Tribal and University police departments, and other 
jurisdictions.  

JURISDICTION 
(POPULATION) 

VERBAL 

DOMESTICS 
DV 

OFFENSES 
DV 

MISDEMEANORS 

BELLINGHAM 
(81,360) 

795 597 535 

BLAINE 
(4,760) 

58 51 42 

FERNDALE 
(11,830) 

100 88 88 

LYNDEN 
(12,340) 

62 54 52 

SUMAS 
(1,399) 

23 18 31 

EVERSON & 
NOOKSACK 
(3,890) 

31 19 29 

WHATCOM COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
(87,921)10 258 415 379 

LUMMI NATION 
(6,500)11 

112 137 156 

NOOKSACK TRIBE 
(400)12 

13 2 6 

WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY N/A 6 N/A 

TOTAL 1,452 1,387 1,318 

Table 7 Domestic  Violence Data by Jurisdict ion: 20 12 

 

10
 By statute, the WCSO also has a countywide responsibility and at times handles domestic violence-related incidents within 

the corporate limits of the municipalities, which means it has responsibility for the County's total 2012 population of 203,500.  
Some of the numbers may be generated within the municipal limits and the Indian reservations. 
11

 Out of the 6,500 reservation residents, only 4,000 are tribal members. WCSO is sometimes called in to respond to non-tribal 
members; however, these calls are also included in the Lummi numbers. 
12

 Out of the 400 residents of Nooksack housing, only 320 are tribal members. WCSO is always called in to respond to non-tribal 
members; however, these calls are also included in the Nooksack numbers.  
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Summary of Findings: 

This report is a collection of domestic violence indicators for the City of Sumas, primarily from 2005 – 

2012.  Some of the key findings: 

 

 Along with an increase in population, both domestic violence verbals and domestic violence 

offenses as reported by the Sumas Police Department have slowly increased over the eight 

years, with some fluctuations. 

 

 For 2011, the per capita rate of domestic violence offenses per 1,000 population was higher in 

the City of Sumas than in Whatcom County or Washington State.   

 

 The number of misdemeanor domestic violence charges filed has fluctuated over the eight 

years.  31 misdemeanor domestic violence charges were filed in 2012, the highest of all eight 

years. 

  

 The most common misdemeanor domestic violence charge is assault, followed by order 

violations. 

 

 When analyzed by case, an average of 77% of misdemeanor domestic violence cases resolved as 

either guilty or amended over the past eight years.  An average of 21% of cases was dismissed 

over the same time period. 

 

 The number of misdemeanant defendants (unduplicated by year) has fluctuated over the past 

eight years from a low of 9 (2006) to a high of 21 (2005) per year.  

 

 Felony domestic violence case filings ranged from 1 to 2 per year over the past 6 years, with an 

average of 80% of cases resolved as guilty. 
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Domestic Violence Indicators:  Law Enforcement 

Domestic Violence Offenses vs. Verbals 

  

In 2012: 

 The Sumas Police Department reported 23 domestic verbals and 18 domestic violence offenses. 

 

Figure 1 shows the number of domestic violence offenses (as defined in the Glossary of Terms) and 

domestic violence verbals reported by the Sumas Police Department between 2005 and 2012.  As noted 

in the Glossary on page 66, domestic violence verbals are incidents where law enforcement respond, 

but do not make an arrest or issue a citation.  On the other hand, domestic violence offenses represent 

the number of incidents where a domestic violence related offense is committed.   

 

Both domestic violence verbals and offenses measure law enforcement activity in response to domestic 

violence.  Domestic violence verbals represent opportunities for law enforcement to provide resources 

to the involved parties, as well as to note those relationships where potential for future violence 

appears to be high.  

 

Domestic violence offenses provide an indication of reported domestic violence related criminal 

incidents in the City of Sumas.  For each reported offense, the numbers represent an entry point for 

both victims and defendants into the criminal justice system, regardless of the outcome of the case.  

Each offense involves a significant amount of law enforcement resources, and depending on the 

circumstance, may require an arrest and jail booking.  

 
Figure 1  Domestic  Violence Verbals and Offenses Reported by Sumas Police Department  

Data Source:  “Crime in Washington”, WA Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs 

Note: Offenses recorded may result in misdemeanor or felony charges. 
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Figure 2 shows the estimated Sumas population over an eight year period.   Population rates for the City 

of Sumas were used to calculate the domestic violence offense rate per 1,000 population in Table 1 

below. 

 

 
Figure 2  Estimated Number of Sumas Residents  

Data Source:  Washington State Off ice of Financial Management  

 

Note:  Due to changes in data reporting methods statewide, there was too much variation in statewide 

data to calculate per capita in 2012.  Numbers from 2005 – 2011 are reported in Table 1.  Per capita 

rates (per 1,000 population) of domestic violence offenses peaked for all noted jurisdictions in 2005, 

followed by a decline for a few years and ending with either a flat rate or a slight increase in 2011. 

 

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

City of Sumas 18.0 7.1 10.1 5.5 9.0 10.6 11.8 

Whatcom County 9.4 7.5 7.4 6.6 6.5 6.4 6.9 

Washington State 8.6 7.8 7.4 6.5 7.2 7.3 7.3 

 
Table 1 City of Sumas, County and State Domestic Violence Offense Rates per 1,000 Population  

Data Sources:  Washington State Office of F inancial  Management  

“Crime in Washington”,  WA Assoc iation of Sheriffs and Pol ice Chiefs  

 

The City of Sumas had a higher per capita domestic violence offense rate than Washington State or 

Whatcom County in 2011. 
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Domestic Violence Indicators: Misdemeanor Charges, Cases and Defendants  

Domestic Violence Charges Filed 

 

In 2012: 

 Sumas Municipal Court filed 31 misdemeanor domestic violence related charges. 

 

Figure 3 illustrates the number of domestic violence misdemeanor charges filed during the years 2005 – 

2012 in Sumas Municipal Court.  Each charge resulting from a domestic violence incident, or case, must 

be “processed” and resolved in some manner by the court.  The filing of a charge is the first step, 

whereas the resolution of the charge is when there has been a final disposition, such as guilty, 

dismissed, amended or deferred.    

 

The number of domestic violence misdemeanor charges filed has fluctuated over the eight years noted 

below.  The highest number of filings occurred in 2012.  

 

  

 

 
Figure 3  Domestic  Violence Misdemeanor Charges Fi led  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   

 

 

 

 

 



 Page 58 

Domestic Violence Charges by Category of Crime 

 

In 2012: 

 33 misdemeanor domestic violence charges were resolved in Sumas Municipal Court.  Of those 

charges resolved, 43% were assault charges, 15% were order violations, 15% were malicious 

mischief charges, 27% were “other” charges. 

 

A domestic violence charge is resolved when there has been a final disposition, such as guilty, dismissed 

or amended.  In a given year, the number of charges filed will be different than the number of charges 

resolved, as charges are not necessarily filed and resolved within the same year.   

 

All analyses that follow in the remainder of this section are based on domestic violence misdemeanor 

charges resolved within the noted time period, rather than charges filed. 

 

Each domestic violence related misdemeanor charge must be linked to a corresponding crime as defined 

by state law.  Figure 4 illustrates categories of crime corresponding to the domestic violence charges 

that were resolved within a calendar year in the City of Sumas.   Order violations include protection 

orders, restraining orders and no contact orders.  The category of “Other” includes charges such as 

disorderly conduct; interference with reporting of domestic violence; harassment; stalking; reckless 

endangerment and possession of dangerous weapon.  Malicious mischief charges are those that involve 

knowingly and maliciously causing physical damage to the property of another. 

 
Figure 4  Domestic Violence Misdemeanor Charges by Category of Crime

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   
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Domestic Violence Charges, Cases and Defendants 

In 2012: 

 33 misdemeanor domestic violence related charges were resolved in Sumas Municipal Court, 

representing 17 cases and 16 unduplicated defendants. 

 

The data obtained to calculate the numbers of charges, cases and defendants came from the 

Washington State Administrative Office of the Courts’ Judicial Information System.  All charges that 

reached disposition in each noted year were reviewed.  

 

To determine the number of cases, the charges were examined by case number and date.  Any incident 

with multiple charges having the same case number was considered a case.   It is not uncommon for 

prosecutors to process and resolve charges based on a case.  So, for example, if a defendant is charged 

with assault 4, interference with reporting of domestic violence and malicious mischief in one incident, 

the prosecutor may negotiate with the defendant to dismiss two of the charges if the defendant pleads 

guilty on the remaining charge. By tracking this by charge, there are two charge dispositions of 

dismissed, and one of guilty.  However, by looking at this by case, it is a guilty disposition.  Tracking 

disposition status by case rather than by charge more accurately reflects the practice in criminal court.  

This approach demonstrates the consequences for individual defendants, compared to disposition 

status by charge.  

 

Figure 5 lists the number of misdemeanor charges and cases disposed of between 2005 and 2012, and 

the number of unduplicated defendants for the same years.  As noted below, there are more charges 

than cases resolved in each year, which means that there were a number of cases with multiple charges.  

Additionally, Figure 5 shows that the number of unduplicated defendants in each year is fairly close to 

the number of cases resolved. 

Figure 5 Numbers of Charges and Cases Disposed of, and Number of Unduplica ted Defendants  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   
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Domestic Violence Case Disposition 

 

In 2012: 

 17 misdemeanor domestic violence cases were resolved in Sumas Municipal Court.  71% of those 

cases resolved as guilty, and 29% resolved as dismissed. 

 

Filed charges ultimately reach a resolution in court.   The most familiar ways charges resolve are 

dismissal, guilty as charged, or not guilty. (Generally not guilty resolutions result from a jury trial, 

whereas guilty resolutions can result from a plea or trial.)  There are other types of disposition that 

result from negotiations (plea agreements) between the prosecutor and the defense attorney or 

defendant, pleading guilty to an amended charge or receiving a deferred prosecution (sometimes 

referred to as a “stipulated order of continuance” or “SOC”).  With an amended disposition the 

defendant enters a guilty plea to a charge that was amended from the original charge.   

 

With a deferred prosecution, the defendant stipulates to facts of the charge, agrees to an order of 

continuance and agrees to comply with certain conditions within a set time period.  The case will then 

move forward in accordance with the deferred prosecution agreement.  If the defendant is found to be 

non-compliant in that time period, the charge will resolve as guilty.  If the defendant complies with the 

agreement, the original charge may be amended or dismissed upon completion.  Therefore, when 

reviewing disposition status, some dismissals or amended may reflect successful resolution of a deferred 

prosecution or stipulated order of continuance.   Likewise, some guilty resolutions may reflect non-

compliance with a deferred prosecution.   

 

One limitation to the data below is that it is not able to differentiate which resolutions result from a 

deferred prosecution as discussed above.  Another limitation to looking solely at dispositions status is 

that it does not provide information, or context, on why a particular resolution was reached. 

 

Figure 6 shows disposition status of domestic violence misdemeanor cases resolved in each noted year. 

As discussed previously, disposition status by case rather than by charge more accurately reflects the 

practice of the criminal justice system.  
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Figure 6  Disposit ion Status of Domestic  Violence Misdemeanor Cases Resolved  

Data Source:  Judic ial Information System, State of Washington   

Figure 6 shows that in the City of Sumas, dismissed cases range from 10-29% of the total misdemeanor 
cases resolved, with an average of 21% of the cases dismissed over the eight year period.  Guilty and 
amended cases  combined (since both involve a guilty disposition) range from 71-90% of the total 
misdemeanor cases resolved, with an average of 77% of the cases resolved as guilty/amended in the 
eight years noted above. 

Again, when reviewing disposition status, some dismissed or amended resolutions may reflect successful 
resolution of a deferred prosecution or stipulated order of continuance.   Likewise, some guilty 
resolutions may reflect non-compliance with a deferred prosecution. 
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Domestic Violence Indicators:  Felony Cases 

Felony Domestic Violence Case Filings and Disposition Status 

Table  2 illustrates the number of felony domestic violence case filings from the City of Sumas that were 

charged by the Whatcom County Prosecutor’s Office in Whatcom County Superior Court.  

 

Table 2 also illustrates the disposition status of Sumas felony cases resolved in a calendar year.  It is very 

common for a felony case to have multiple charges.   

 

Compared to misdemeanors, very few domestic violence felonies are filed each year. Though there are 

too few cases to draw strong conclusions from this data, domestic violence felony cases were much 

more likely to result in a guilty rather than dismissed disposition.  In the table below, a guilty resolution 

can include both a guilty plea and a guilty by trial.  There were no “Not Guilty by Trial” resolutions. 

  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Cases Filed 1 0 1 2 2 2 2 0 

          

Cases Resolved 
Guilty 1 0 1 1 1 2 2 0 

Dismissed 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

 
Table 2  Felony Cases Filed and Resolved  

Data Source:  Whatcom County Prosecutors  Off ice  

 

Note: Domestic Violence felony cases are not necessarily filed and disposed of in the same year. 
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Domestic Violence Specialist:  Victim Statistics  
 

The statistics noted below are collected by the Domestic Violence Specialist (DVS), a prosecution-based 

domestic violence victim advocate in the small cities of Blaine, Everson-Nooksack, Ferndale, Lynden and 

Sumas.   The data collected by the DVS is collected for federal grant reporting purposes, and is tallied 

semi-annually.  

 

Note: This data only represents victims in criminal domestic violence cases in the small cities who 

received services provided by the DVS.  Thus, the data cannot be generalized to represent victims of 

domestic violence in the City of Sumas.  Due to the fact that reporting is made on a semi-annual basis, 

duplication in the numbers and demographics of victims may be present between the time periods 

reported below. However, there is no duplication within each six month time period. 

 

Table 3 shows the numbers of contacts made to victims in the City of Sumas by the Domestic Violence 

Specialist. 

 

 

Jan – Jun 
2011 

Jul – Dec 
2011 

Jan – Jun 
2012 

Jul – Dec 
2012 

Victim witness notification/ outreach 
to victim (number of times) 

5 5 6 7 

Number of victims served 8 4 6 6 

Number of contacts 17 30 34 12 

 
Table 3 Number of Contacts made to Vict ims by DVS  

 

Table 4 shows the ethnicities of people served by the DVS in 2011 and 2012 from the City of Sumas. This 

information comes primarily from police reports. Since an individual may identify with more than one 

ethnicity, some individuals are counted multiple times.  

  
Jan – 

Jun 2011 
Jul – Dec 

2011 
Jan – Jun 

2012 
Jul – Dec 

2012 

American Indian and 
Alaska Native 

2 0 0 0 

Asian 0 0 0 0 

Black or African 
American 

1 0 0 0 

Hispanic or Latino 1 1 1 2 

Native Hawaiian/ 
Pacific Islander 

0 0 0 0 

White 3 3 3 4 

Unknown 1 0 2 0 
 

Table 4  Vict im Ethnicity  



 Page 64 

Table 5 lists the numbers of female and male victims in the City of Sumas in 2011 and 2012.  

  
Jan – Jun 

2011 
Jul – Dec 

2011 
Jan – Jun 

2012 
Jul – Dec 

2012 

Female 4 4 6 4 

Male 4 0 0 2 

Table5  Numbers of Female and Male Vict ims  

 

Table 6 lists the numbers of individuals known to be disabled, to have limited English proficiency (LEP) or 

to be immigrants – born outside of the U.S. and its territories, regardless of their current immigration 

status. 

 

Jan – Jun 
2011 

Jul – Dec 
2011 

Jan – Jun 
2012 

Jul – Dec 
2012 

People with 
disabilities 

2 1 0 0 

People with limited 
English proficiency 

1 0 0 0 

People who are 
immigrants / refugees 
/ asylum seekers 

0 0 0 0 

Table 6 Other Victim Demographics  
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Domestic Violence in Whatcom County: Breakdown by Jurisdiction 

Table 7 shows Verbal Domestics, Domestic Violence Offenses, and Domestic Violence 
Misdemeanor Charges Filed broken down by jurisdiction. Note that there may be some 
duplication between the WCSO, Tribal and University police departments, and other 
jurisdictions.  

JURISDICTION 
(POPULATION) 

VERBAL 

DOMESTICS 
DV 

OFFENSES 
DV 

MISDEMEANORS 

BELLINGHAM 
(81,360) 

795 597 535 

BLAINE 
(4,760) 

58 51 42 

FERNDALE 
(11,830) 

100 88 88 

LYNDEN 
(12,340) 

62 54 52 

SUMAS 
(1,399) 

23 18 31 

EVERSON & 
NOOKSACK 
(3,890) 

31 19 29 

WHATCOM COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
(87,921)13 258 415 379 

LUMMI NATION 
(6,500)14 

112 137 156 

NOOKSACK TRIBE 
(400)15 

13 2 6 

WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY N/A 6 N/A 

TOTAL 1,452 1,387 1,318 

13
 By statute, the WCSO also has a countywide responsibility and at times handles domestic violence-related incidents within 

the corporate limits of the municipalities, which means it has responsibility for the County's total 2012 population of 203,500.  
Some of the numbers may be generated within the municipal limits and the Indian reservations. 
14

 Out of the 6,500 reservation residents, only 4,000 are tribal members. WCSO is sometimes called in to respond to non-tribal 
members; however, these calls are also included in the Lummi numbers. 
15

 Out of the 400 residents of Nooksack housing, only 320 are tribal members. WCSO is always called in to respond to non-tribal 
members; however, these calls are also included in the Nooksack numbers.  
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Glossary of Terms 

Domestic Violence, as defined by the law 

This is a definition used by the civil and criminal justice systems, including law enforcement, 
prosecution, probation, jails, and the courts. Washington State law (RCW26.50.010(1)) reads: 
"Domestic violence means:  

(a) Physical harm, bodily injury, assault, or the infliction of fear of imminent physical harm, 
bodily injury or assault, between family or household members;  

(b) sexual assault of one family or household member by another; or 
(c)  stalking as defined in RCW 9A.46.110 of one family or household member by another family 

or household member.” 

Domestic Violence Offenses 

Under Washington State law, an offense is considered to be domestic violence-related if it is committed 

by a family member (regardless of the family relationship) or by a household member.   Domestic 

violence offenses can include, but are not limited to, crimes in the following categories:  aggravated 

assault, simple assault, intimidation, burglary, larceny, motor vehicle theft, kidnapping, rape, violation of 

a no contact/protection order, and murder. 

Felony Domestic Violence  

Felony domestic violence crimes are defined as occurring when there is a family, household, or dating 

relationship, and one or both parties commit a crime against the person or property of the other. The 

nature of the charges filed may include both physical and non-physical assault offenses, including but 

not limited to, felony harassment/threats, violation of a no contact order, burglary, malicious mischief, 

robbery, kidnapping, unlawful imprisonment, assault and murder.   The superior courts in the State of 

Washington have sole jurisdiction over the adjudication of cases when a felony offense is charged. 

Misdemeanor Domestic Violence  

Misdemeanor domestic violence crimes occur when there is a family, household, or dating relationship, 

and one or both parties commit a crime against the person or property of the other.  Examples of this 

type of crime include: Violation of a Protection Order; Assault 4th Degree; Malicious Mischief; Disorderly 

Conduct; and Interfering with Reporting of Domestic Violence.  Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (District 

and Municipal Courts) and Tribal Courts have jurisdiction over domestic violence related misdemeanors 

committed within their area of authority. 

Verbal Domestics 

Law enforcement officers are frequently called to respond to situations that are categorized as 

“Domestic Violence – No Assault”, or “Verbal Domestics”.  These are incidents where law enforcement 

determines that no physical assault occurred, and/or where no other conditions were met to warrant 

probable cause for an arrest.    
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