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MINUTES FOR THE 
BELLINGHAM-WHATCOM COUNTY COMMISSION 

AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
 January 29, 2008 

 
 
Members Attending: Cynthia Bauleke,  Karen Burke, Anna Carey, Randall Carroll, Regina  

Delahunt,  Bill Elfo, Sheri Emerson, Cindy Enger, Joan Hoisington, 
Rebecca Johnson, Mike Knapp, Jon Komorowski, Byron Manering, 
Shannon Meyer 
Joy Monjure, Candy Petersen, Linda Storck, Karen Summers, Bruce Van  
Glubt 

Members Absent:   Dennis Carlson, Nikki Finkbonner, Chi Na Kim, Dave McEachran  

Guests:                      Pete Kremen, County Executive; Dan Pike, Mayor of Bellingham; Kathy  
Washatka, Washatka Group;  Kirsten Hammer, Womencare Shelter;  
Andrea Cary-Grant, Commission Director finalist   

Staff Attending:         Sue Parrott, Domestic Violence Commission Director; Caryl Dunavan, 
Domestic Violence Specialist; Linda Ward, Administrative Secretary 

 
Regina Delahunt, Chair, called the Bellingham-Whatcom County Commission Against Domestic 
Violence January Retreat to order at 8:15 a.m., Tuesday, January 29, 2008 at St Luke's 
Community Health Center, 3333 Squalicum Parkway, Bellingham, WA.  
 
Regina welcomed the Commission members to the retreat and offered a special welcome to 
Mayor Dan Pike and County Executive Pete Kremen.  Regina recognized that this was Randy 
Carroll’s last meeting as the Bellingham Police Chief, and Sue Parrott’s last meeting as 
Commission Director. 
 
Pete  Kremen thanked the Commission for its continued efforts in educating the community 
about domestic violence.  He thanked Sue Parrott for her service as Commission Director since 
the Commission’s inception.  Pete stated that the Commission has been in existence now for 9 
years and he would like to see the efforts taken to an even higher level, and offered his support. 

 
Bellingham Mayor Dan Pike stated that he is aware that domestic violence affects everyone in 
the community.  He recognized the efforts of the Bellingham Police Department in improving its 
response to domestic violence.  He commented that he is looking forward to providing continued 
support to the Commission. 
 
Randy Carroll talked about what the Commission has meant to the community, what he has 
learned about what it means to be a leader in addressing domestic violence, and what he 
believes it will take to truly reduce domestic violence.  He noted that historically women have 
been the property of men, and that the criminal justice system was originally designed for 
property rights and not for victim rights. He emphasized the importance of men of all ages taking 
action to address domestic violence because women will not be able to solve the problem 
alone.  He shared steps he took to address cultural change within the Bellingham Police 
Department and the impact of the David Brame homicide-suicide on his commitment to the 
issue.  Randy emphasized the need to socialize men and children on the importance of healthy 
and equal relationships. Randy challenged the Commission to continue its work in systemic 
change, to set the standard, and to hold each other accountable. He stated that citizens in 
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Whatcom County look to the DV Commission as leaders who promote consistent messages, 
policies, and values that are not victim blaming or revictimizing.  Randy indicated he would be 
interested in continuing his work with the Commission in a new capacity. 
 
Small Group Exercise:  DV Commission History 
Kathy Washatka divided the members into groups and asked them to draw a river depicting the 
historical path of the Commission by using features of a river, such as waterfalls, rapids, or 
rocks to represent the activity of the Commission.  Each group shared their representation and 
reported on how they saw the 9 year path of the Commission. 
 
 
2008 – 2010 Strategic Plan Prioritization 
Kathy Washatka led the Commission in a discussion and prioritization of the proposed 2008-
2010 Strategic Plan.  Each member was asked to select 3 new initiatives they thought most 
important.  The tally of 16 Commission members is as follows: 
 
[14]    Convene a summit of (or series of events with) service providers (mental  

health, drug & alcohol, CPS, domestic violence and housing) to discuss 
coordination and integration of services across all disciplines and to set the 
foundation for a more coordinated and integrated service delivery model. 

 
[2] Provide training and technical assistance to mental/behavioral health, drug &  

alcohol services providers and CPS to align their approaches with demonstrated 
best practices for working with DV victims/survivors. 

 
[10]   Conduct a feasibility study of the Family Justice Center model for our  
          community. 
 
[10] Increase awareness and improve the skills of employers to offer consistent,  

appropriate responses to employees who are at-risk and/or victimized by DV.  
Increase awareness and improve the skills of area employers to offer consistent 
and appropriate responses to identified perpetrators of domestic violence within 
their employee base. 

 
[4] Develop an ongoing mechanism to ensure there is regular identification and  
 resolution of gaps in the coordinated response to domestic violence. 

 
[4] Convene local children’s and youth service providers to assess needs and  

existing service strategies around issues of DV. 
 
[3] Complete at least one additional Safety Audit in an area of need indicated by  

the community-wide approach. 
 
[1] Work with DV service providers to support and/or develop strategies to  

overcome barriers to increasing DV prevention education in all county school 
districts. 

 
[0] Identify a lead entity for maintenance of the Commission’s achievements in  

increasing DV awareness and improved practice among medical providers. 
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[0] Identify a way to maintain the Commission’s achievements in increasing DV  

awareness and improved practices among the criminal/civil legal system. 
 
Kathy asked the members to sign off on which ongoing (current) strategies they would be willing  
to put time and effort into.  The members expressed interest in the following: 

Explore with the Whatcom County Coordinated Response Leadership Team any additional 
role for the Commission in overseeing the implementation of the  “Whatcom County 
Coordinated Response Protocol:  Domestic Violence, Children & Child Maltreatment. 

Byron Manering 
Bruce Van Glubt 
Cindy Enger 
Karen Burke 

 
Publish an annual benchmark report. 

No name noted 
 

Conduct annual focus groups of victims/survivors to remain in touch with current issues. 
Candy Petersen 
Joy Monjure 
Karen Summers 
 

Assess the Commission’s role in DV Awareness Month in order to balance plan-identified 
initiatives within available staff and volunteer hours.  Whatever role the DV Commission 
assumes in DV Month, as much as possible, parallel DV Month activities with strategic plan 
initiatives. 
 Sheri Emerson 
 Rebecca Johnson 

 
Implement Grants to Encourage Arrest Award (July 2007 – June 2009) and enhance the 
domestic violence response of the criminal justice system in the five small cities of Whatcom 
County by hiring and overseeing a system-based advocate, and by increasing linkages with 
community-based domestic violence services. 
 Regina Delahunt 
 Joan Hoisington 
 Karen Summers 

 
Complete the initiative on school DV policies and procedures model. 
 Joy Monjure 
 Sheri Emerson 
 
Conduct periodic stakeholder informational presentations on trends and local progress to 
maintain financial support for Commission operations. 
 Rebecca Johnson 
 Anna Carey 

 
Kathy asked for input on pros and cons of a standing committee or project based committee 
structure. Commission members noted the following: 

− Encourage more mix in committees 
− Standing committees allow for better time management (even workload) 
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− Standing committees provide for regular contact among members 
 

Kathy stated that the  Executive Committee will review the input and recommend a Commission 
structure.  
 
Andrea Cary-Grant, the finalist for the Commission Director position, gave a short presentation.  
She discussed the eight key activities of a coordinated community response to domestic 
violence as developed by Ellen Pence.  

• Philosophical approach – victim safety – abuser accountability – community education 
• Developing “best practices” (policies and procedures) 
• Reducing fragmentation in systemic response 
• Undoing harm to children 
• Evaluating the system’s response from the stand point of victims 
• Building monitoring into system 
• Ensuring support community infrastructure 
• Intervening with abusers 

 
Andrea stated that in reviewing the Commission’s strategic plan she saw all these elements 
present.  She commended the Commission for its efforts to build a true coordinated community 
response to domestic violence and the ways it has already integrated the above key activities 
into its work.  Andrea stated that she believes a solid foundation is in place and that she will 
work to ensure that foundation is maintained as the Commission moves forward in implementing 
its Strategic Plan.  
 
 
BUSINESS MEETING 
Executive Committee 
Due to the resignation of Todd Reutlinger, the position of Domestic Violence Commission 
Secretary is vacant.  This unexpired term will run until April 22, 2008, at which time an election 
for all officers will be held at the Commission’s Annual Meeting. 
 
MOTION #08-01: Randy Carroll made the motion that Byron Manering be elected to fill the 
position of Secretary.  Shannon Meyer seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously. 
  
MOTION #08-02:  Karen Summers made the motion to adopt the September 25, 2007 
Commission meeting minutes.  Randy Carroll seconded the motion.  It passed 
unanimously. 

 
 

Strategic Planning Committee 
MOTION #08-03:  Joy Monjure made the motion to adopt the 2008-2010 Bellingham-
Whatcom County Commission Against Domestic Violence Strategic Plan.  Randy Carroll 
seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.     
 
Regina made a presentation to Sue Parrott for her unparalleled service to the Commission.  The 
Commission members gave Sue a standing ovation.  
 
 
Executive Session 
Commission members met for a short Executive Session. 
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MOTION #08-04:  The Search Committee recommended that Andrea Cary-Grant be 
recommended for the position of Commission Director.  The Commission members 
voted unanimously to recommend Andrea Cary-Grant as the Commission Director. 
 
ADJOURN: Noon  
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MINUTES FOR THE 
BELLINGHAM-WHATCOM COUNTY COMMISSION 

AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
April 29, 2008 

 
 
Members Attending: Cynthia Bauleke,  Karen Burke, Anna Carey, Regina Delahunt,  Sheri 

Emerson, Nikki Finkbonner, Kirstin Hammer, Rebecca Johnson, Mike 
Knapp, Byron Manering, Dave McEachran, Joy Monjure, Candy 
Petersen, Todd Ramsay, Karen Summers, Gary Tomsic, Bruce Van 
Glubt  

 
Members Absent:     Dennis Carlson, Bill Elfo, Cindy Enger, Joan Hoisington, Jon 

Komorowski, Shannon Meyer, Linda Storck 
 
Guests:   Tim Lintz, Bellingham Police Department   
 
Staff Attending: Andrea Cary-Grant, Sue Parrott, Caryl Dunavan, Linda Ward 
 
Regina Delahunt, Chair, called the Annual Meeting of the Bellingham-Whatcom County 
Commission Against Domestic Violence to order at 10:10 a.m., Tuesday, April 29, 2009 at 
St Luke's Community Health Center, 3333 Squalicum Parkway, Bellingham, WA.   
 
 
1. Welcome          

Regina welcomed Todd Ramsey and Gary Tomsic as new Commission members.  
 
 
2. Public Comment        

None 
  
      
3. Consent Agenda         

MOTION #08-05: Joy Monjure made the motion to accept the January 29, 2008 
Commission Retreat minutes.  Karen Summers seconded the motion.  It passed 
unanimously.       
 
 

4. Nominations of 2008-2009 Officers     
The Executive Committee recommended approval of the following slate of officers: 

Chair:  Cynthia Bauleke 
Vice Chair: Rebecca Johnson 
Secretary: Byron Manering 
Treasurer: Anna Carey 
Immediate Past Chair:  Regina Delahunt (no vote required) 

Regina asked for other nominations from the floor.  None were made. 
 
MOTION:  #08-06 Karen Summers made the motion to accept the slate of officers as 
presented.  Candy Petersen seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously. 
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Regina turned the meeting over to the new chair. 
 
5. Training           

Topic:  Family Justice Centers (FJCs) 
Presenters:  FJC Conference Attendees: Andrea Cary-Grant, Cynthia Bauleke, Karen  
                     Burke, Tim Lintz   

 
Andrea Cary-Grant 
What is a Family Justice Center? 

– Co-location 
– Multi disciplinary 
– Work together 
– Under One roof 
Based on San Diego FJC - opened in 2002 
– Mission statement included “wrap around services” 
– Vision statement 

How did San Diego’s Family Justice Center begin? 
Prior to the FJC, victims had 32 places they needed to contact to get help.  Victim and 
survivor focus groups were held to determine victim/survivor needs. 
– Partners included law enforcement, prosecution, social services, health services, 

victim advocates, and probation.  Some partners were off site. 
– Services offered include: safety planning, support and information, electronic court 

orders, cell phones, transportation, counseling, medical/dental forensic exams. 
– Services most utilized include: civil orders, transportation and spiritual support. 

The San Diego FJC is mostly funded by the city.  It is also a 501C3 which enables it to raise 
funds to support the center.  

 
Andrea stated that there are 5 things to say to a victim of domestic violence: 
 1)  I am afraid for you 

2)  I am afraid for your children 
3) You don’t deserve to be treated this way 
4)  There is help available  (www.dvcommission.org/resources.htm) 
5)  I am here for you 
THEN LISTEN 

 
Andrea invited all Commission members to attend the first FJC Ad hoc Committee meeting, 
tomorrow (April 30th) at 1:00 p.m. at DVSAS. 

 
Cynthia Bauleke 
Cindy stated that that San Diego Family Justice Center is very large with a homey feel. The 
center has plain clothes police officers housed on the second floor.  
 
There are smaller family justice centers around the country.  In 2006 Nampa Idaho began its 
FJC, which currently has 35 staff and 25 volunteers.  The city gave the FJC a building and 
pays 80% of its expenses; the other 20% is by donation. 

 
Prior to starting a FJC the following would need to be considered: 
– If services are held in co-location, prosecution would need to be present 
– Resources 
– Confidentiality 
– Transportation  
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– Creation of best practices and policies  
– Victim/survivor focus groups 
– Common definition of DV 
Cindy noted that every FJC is different to meet the needs of the community.  FJCs are 
developed to make it easier for the victims, not for the agencies.  She stated that it would be 
better to not start a FJC than to have one that fails. 

 
Karen Burke 
Karen stated that there are many great FJC’s however, some advocates have shown 
concern over parts of the model. Also, some centers have started and then actually closed 
so it is imperative that any movement forward be done in a thoughtful way.  
She stated that some concerns of having a FJC include: 

– Victims may fear of police presence – may be undocumented, on probation, or have 
outstanding warrants. In some centers police have actually arrested victims when 
they came for help.  

– Funding – need new funds – not take funds from existing service agencies to create 
more and somewhat duplicated services. 

– Perception of confidentiality with so many agencies together. 
Karen compared the FJC concept to an ongoing continuum with no communication between 
agencies at one end to full merging into one center at the other end.  She commented that 
Whatcom County is already far up the continuum in terms of close collaboration.  How far 
do we want to move up?  The model of FJC’s is for all services to housed together however, 
we may be able to modify the model if needed. How well it would work is dependent on the 
collaboration of agencies. 
 
Karen encouraged all Commission members to attend the May 23rd Casey Gwinn 
Conference.  There is no cost to Commission members since the Commission is one of the 
sponsors of the conference. 
      
Tim Lintz 
Tim commented that he could see the benefit of sending a victim to one location for all of 
the services she/he may need.  He does not know how this could affect law enforcement.  
An integrated computer system giving limited access to police information would be pricey.  
Tim noted that he thinks a FJC (to some degree) could work in Whatcom County.   He 
commented that the San Diego Conference left him with more questions than answers.  

 
In summary Cindy reiterated that the Commission does not do direct services. It could 
however be the catalyst, with the people at this table, to work on the feasibility of a FJC.  
The Commission could help define best practices and policies.  It would also be acceptable 
to the Commission if the players decided not to pursue a FJC. To determine the needs of 
victims/survivors focus groups would need to be held. Cindy suggested that the subject be 
discussed in each of the Commission’s committee meetings.    

 
  
6. Committee Reports/Motions   

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE      
Regina Delahunt gave the report. 
Regina stated that the Executive Committee is recommending a change in the 
Commission’s Ordinance to add a DCFS and a DSFS representative to its membership. 
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MOTION #08-07 Rebecca Johnson made the motion to approve the change to the 
Commission’s Ordinance to include a representative from DCFS.  Byron Manering 
seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously. 
 
VICTIM & CHILDREN SUPPORT COMMITTEE       
Candy Peterson gave the report. 
Candy stated that she will be attending the FJC ad hoc committee meeting.  The Victim and 
Children Support Committee is willing to help with whatever the FJC ad hoc committee may 
need.  Right now some of the committee’s projects are on hold. 

 
LAW & JUSTICE COMMITTEE      
Andrea Cary-Grant gave the report. 
The Commission members were referred to the GTEA Implementation & Monitor TA 
Assistance funds printout in their packet.  Andrea reported that the committee has made 
assignments to collect data for the benchmark report. 

 
EDUCATION – OUTREACH COMMITTEE    
Sheri Emerson gave the report. 
Sheri reported that the committee is going to be working on 3 projects: Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, Stakeholder presentations to city and county, and workplace policies. 
Sheri asked the members to see if their place of business had DV policies and if possible to 
email them to her.  The committee will be exploring local employer work place policies.  
Members of the committee will make a brief announcement at the May SHRM meeting to 
explain the work of the Commission.  There may be time at their October meeting to make a 
presentation about DV in the workplace polices.   

 
Sheri asked the Commission members to fill out a Commission meeting training survey.  
The November meeting will not be on stalking as planned.  Bruce Van Glubt suggested that 
at some time there could be a presentation on the Washington State Coalition Against DV 
Fatality Review.   

 
 
7. GTEA Update        

Sue Parrott gave the update. 
Sue gave the Commission members a handout summarizing the GTEA goals and activities.  
The first goal is for DVSAS to continue and enhance 24-hour on-call community based 
domestic violence advocacy services to rural Whatcom County.  The second goal is to 
increase victim safety and offender accountability in domestic and dating violence cases in 
the five outlying municipalities of Whatcom County. 
 
DV Specialist 
Caryl Dunavan, DV Specialist, reported that she has set up her office in Ferndale, however, 
much of her time is spent working off site.  She currently has 52 cases, 40 of which are from 
2008.  Caryl and Sue have had the opportunity to meet with each of the five police 
departments, prosecution and court staff to develop a working relationship. Each city is 
getting police reports to Caryl in approximately 24 hours.  Caryl contacts each victim by 
letter or phone.  She attends court with them when requested and brings back information if 
the victim does not attend court. 

 
Sue reported that she has been working with the small cities to determine what type of data 
collection on DV cases might be useful and of interest to the jurisdictions.  During the 
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second year of the GTEA grant, Sue will work with each of the five cities to determine if and 
how they can support the position of the DV Specialist one the funding has ended.  

 
 
8. Director’s Report          

Andrea reported that thanks to the support of the Commission members and staff her 
transition has gone smoothly.  She has had an opportunity to meet with most of the 
Commission members individually.   
 
Andrea stated that the 2008 Key Activities, First Quarter Report and the 2007 Annual Report 
have all been completed. 

  
  
9. Adjourn: 11:35 a.m. 
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MINUTES FOR THE 
BELLINGHAM-WHATCOM COUNTY COMMISSION 

AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
 June 17, 2008 

 
Members Attending: Cynthia Bauleke, Anna Carey, Regina Delahunt, Sheri Emerson, Cindy 

Enger, Kirsten Hammer, Rebecca Johnson, Jon Komorowski, Byron  
Manering, Shannon Meyer, Joy Monjure, Candy Petersen 

Members Absent:    Karen Burke,  Dennis Carlson, Bill Elfo, Nikki Finkbonner, Joan 
Hoisington, Mike Knapp, Dave McEachran, Todd Ramsay, Linda  
Storck, Karen Summers, Gary Tomsic, Bruce Van Glubt 

Guests: Kathy Ramsay, DSHS Children’s Administrator 

Staff Attending: Andrea Cary-Grant, Sue Parrott, Linda Ward 
 
Cynthia Bauleke, Chair, called the June Meeting of the Bellingham-Whatcom County 
Commission Against Domestic Violence to order at 10:10 a.m., Tuesday, June 17, 2008 at St 
Luke's Community Health Center, 3333 Squalicum Parkway, Bellingham, WA.   
 
 
1. Welcome          

Cindy welcomed all to the June Quarterly Meeting. 
 

2. Public Comment        
None 
 

3. Why Are We Here?       
Cindy asked the Commission members if they would like to share anything that was 
happening in their workplace.  Candy Petersen expressed concern that some of the women 
seeking DSHS assistance are being forced into the Work First program before they are 
ready.  Some of the women need time to ensure their safety and physical needs are met 
prior to obtaining a job.  Candy encouraged Commission members to phone the DCFS 
administrative office to express their concerns.  
 
Cindy encouraged Commission members to be thinking of things they would like to share at 
future Commission meetings. 

 
4. Consent Agenda         

Due the lack of a quorum the April 29th Commission Meeting minutes could not be presented 
for approval. 
 

5. Training           
Topic:  Faith:  Bridge or Barrier    
Presenter:  Rabbi Cindy Enger   
 
Rabbi Enger shared that her background included working with the FaithTrust Institute, 
established in 1977 by Marie Fortune, as the first Jewish staff person.  She stated that 
religious arenas are never neutral, which could be helpful or harmful and each religion has 
its own roadblocks.  However, much has been done in the past 30 years to break down 
some of the barriers.  Rabbi Enger emphasized referrals to DV advocates, by religious 
leaders, should be central.   
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Rabbi Enger gave Commission members a handout “Responding to Domestic Violence:  
Guidelines for Pastors, Rabbis, Imans, Priests and Other Religious Leaders”.  She then 
divided the members into groups of three to discuss the subject.  When the group 
reconvened Rabbi Enger stated that the goals are: 

1) Safety for the woman and children 
2) Accountability for the abuser 
3) Restoration of individuals and if possible, relationships OR morning the loss of the 

relationship. 
She noted that the goals need to be accomplished in order, too often goal three is placed 
first. 
 
Rabbi Enger commented that at times there is a distrust of the larger community and 
religious societies like to handle problems “in house”. A religious leader can help on his/her 
own, but it is often not enough.  There is a time that experienced advocates should be 
contacted for help.  Religious leaders could give sermons on DV, giving members of the 
congregations an opportunity to seek help.  There is a lot of advice written in religious text 
that can be interpreted to help in safety and accountability.  It is a challenge to draw from 
traditions and move forward.  In conclusion, Rabbi Enger read a poem she wrote entitled 
“You’re Not Alone”. 
 

6. Committee Reports/Motions   
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE      
Rebecca Johnson gave the report. 
Rebecca reported that the Executive Committee is getting familiar with the new director and 
officers.  The committee has been talking about the strategic plan, how to engage members 
at Commission meetings and reviewing committee calendars.  Andrea has presented the 
committee with a draft 2009 budget.  Andrea and Cindy have meet with the county 
executive and will meet with the mayor later in the month. 

 
VICTIM & CHILDREN SUPPORT COMMITTEE      
Candy Petersen gave the report. 
Candy reported that the committee didn’t meet in May and will not meet again until 
September.  The committee is still working on the school district procedures, as well as 
overseeing plans for  a summit of mental health, chemical dependency and service 
providers.  Candy announced that she is retiring from her position at DSHS and the 
committee will need a new chair when it reconvenes in September. 
 
LAW & JUSTICE COMMITTEE      
Shannon Meyer gave the report. 
Shannon reported that the committee is currently collecting data for the benchmark report, 
which should be published in October to coincide with DV Awareness Month.  The 
committee will continue to oversee the GTEA grant, as needed.  The committee will also 
follow up on best practices with the firearm protocol.  

 
EDUCATION – OUTREACH COMMITTEE    
Sheri Emerson gave the report.   
Sheri reported that she and Andrea made a short presentation to SHRM on May 14th 
explaining some of the work the Commission is doing on DV in the workplace.  Five SHRM 
members expressed interest in working with the Commission on developing best practices 
for workplace violence.  She asked Commission member to identify their workplace policies.  
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The committee is compiling topics for Commission meeting trainings.  The September 
meeting topic is on workplace policies.  The November meeting training topic is to be 
determined. 
 
FJC AD HOC COMMITTEE 
Shannon Meyer gave the report. 
Shannon reported that the committee has decided to meet the third Thursday each month.  
Shannon encouraged interested members to join the committee.  The first task of the 
committee will be to survey victims and service providers to determine available services 
and if other services are needed. 
 

7. GTEA Update        
Sue Parrott reported that the small cities are very grateful for work the DV Specialist has 
accomplished.  Caryl Dunavan, DV Specialist, meets weekly with Sue.  She reported that 
she has spent a considerable portion of her time supporting victims through the handling of 
no contact orders and rescission requests.   Interpretation services have been used on 
several occasions.    
 
Sue stated that they will be conducting three educational forums this year for criminal justice 
system personnel in the small cities. The first one scheduled is on stalking.  As part of the 
grant, Sue and Caryl will meet with service providers to determine how to improve victims 
linkages with DV services. 

 
8. Director’s Report  

Andrea Cary-Grant gave the director’s report.        
– The Commission has signed a MOU with Ferndale for financial support.   
– The ordinance change will be introduced at the July 7th county council meeting. 
– An organization in Washington DC has called the Commission office requesting 

information on our work with the Meridian School District policy, citing that in their 
research, we are the only city in the country to be doing such ground-breaking work.  

– Andrea and Cindy Bauleke met with Pete Kremen to give him a Commission update.  
Pete stated that there is not as much county funding available as previously anticipated.  
The county will need to make some budget cuts, however, the Commission funding is a 
county priority. 

– Andrea and Cindy will be meeting with Mayor Pike next week. 
– The county council presentation is scheduled for July 8th and the city council 

presentation is scheduled for July 14th.  
 

9. Adjourn 11:45 p.m.        
 
Next Meeting  Tuesday, September 23, 2008, 10:00 a.m. until Noon 
   St. Luke’s Community Health Education Center 
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MINUTES FOR THE 
BELLINGHAM-WHATCOM COUNTY COMMISSION 

AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
September 23, 2008 

 
 
Members Attending: Karen Burke, Sheri Emerson, Cindy Enger, Byron Manering, Joy Monjure,  

Kathy Ramsay, Becky Skaggs, Karen Summers 

Members Absent:         Cynthia Bauleke, Anna Carey, Regina Delahunt, Bill Elfo, Nikki Finkbonner,  
Kirsten Hammer, Joan Hoisington, Rebecca Johnson, Mike Knapp, Jon 
Komorowski, Dave McEachran, Shannon Meyer, Todd Ramsay, Linda  
Storck, Bruce Van Glubt 

Guest:   David Doll, Bellingham Police Department 

Staff Attending:     Andrea Cary-Grant, Director; Sue Parrott, Program Director; Caryl  
    Dunavan, DV Specialist; Linda Ward, Administrative Secretary 

 
Byron Manering called the September Meeting of the Bellingham-Whatcom County Commission 
Against Domestic Violence to order at 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, September 23, 2008 at St Luke's 
Community Health Center, 3333 Squalicum Parkway, Bellingham, WA.   
 
1. Welcome          

Kathy Ramsay and Becky Skaggs were introduced and welcomed as the newest members of the 
Commission. 
 

2. Public Comment        
None 

 
3. Check-in         

− Joy Monjure reported that she has talked with David Webster about implementing a DV in the 
workplace policy for the City of Bellingham. 

− Byron Manering stated that Brigid Collins will be opening a facility in Skagit County with a 
crime victims center and a children’s advocacy center. 
 

4. Consent Agenda        
Approve April & June Minutes  
Since a quorum was not present, the attending Commission members reviewed both sets of 
minutes.  A correction was made to the June minutes.   Approval of both sets of minutes will be 
recommended at the November Commission meeting. 

 

5. By-Laws          
The attending Commission members reviewed the suggested changes to Commission By-Laws. 
Approval of the revised By-Laws will be recommended at the November Commission Meeting. 

 

6. Training            
The role of the DV Specialist in the Small Cities 
Presented by Caryl Dunavan, DV Specialist and Sue Parrott, Program Supervisor. 
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Sue presented a handout that explained how the City of Bellingham, in partnership with the 
Commission, is the recipient of a Grants to Encourage Arrest grant.  The grant period is from July 
1, 2007 – June 30, 2009 (the Commission will request an extension to December 31, 2009).  The 
Commission is the grant manager.  Sue explained that this grant has two goals: 1) to continue and 
enhance 24 hour on-call community based DV advocacy services to rural Whatcom County; 2) to 
increase victim safety and offender accountability in domestic and dating violence cases in the 
five outlying municipalities of Whatcom County.  Sue stated that a DV Specialist position was 
developed to address goal #2.  The grant has also allowed for $15,000 to be set aside to send 
local grant participants to trainings and conferences sponsored by the Office on Violence Against 
Women. 
 
Caryl gave an overview of her responsibilities as the DV Specialist to five small municipalities of  
Whatcom County.  She contacts victims and keeps them updated on their case, works with law 
enforcement, courts and prosecution.  One of the advantages to her position is that she is able to 
contact the victims in person when possible to discuss their needs. She noted that a lot more 
information is gathered through personal contact with the victims and their families. Through the 
grant Caryl stated that she is only able to work with intimate partner DV victims.  In the future, if 
funding is available, the small cities would like to continue the service.   

 
7. Committee Reports/Motions       

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE      
Andrea Cary-Grant gave report. 
Andrea reported that Executive Committee has sent next year’s funding requests to the City and 
County.  The committee has been reviewing Commission membership.  The Executive Committee 
is asking all Commission members for feedback on projects that may work for the next GTEA 
grant. 

 
VICTIM & CHILDREN SUPPORT COMMITTEE      
Karen Burke gave the report. 
Karen reported that the committee still needs a chair.  She reminded Commission members of the 
October 3rd Networking Opportunities for Domestic Violence, Mental Health and Chemical 
Dependency Providers Summit.  She noted that the committee has been discussing the possibility 
of partnering with the Family Justice Center Committee to do a community survey in lieu of focus 
groups.  Karen stated that the school district policies and procedures project is on hold. 
 
LAW & JUSTICE COMMITTEE      
Andrea Cary-Grant gave the report. 
Andrea reported that Benchmark Report is moving along.  The committee is continuing the  
conversation about grant possibilities including a court audit.   
 
EDUCATION – OUTREACH COMMITTEE    
Sheri Emerson gave the report. 
Sheri reported that Domestic Violence Awareness Month Activities were successful.  The 
committee has decided that the DV Outstanding Achievement Award should be presented to  
Sheryl Hershey who has had a violence in the workplace policy in place for over 15 years.  Sheri 
read a quote from Sheryl’s nomination letter.  This year the committee approved a new DV 
Awareness Month banner that was displayed most of October. 
 
FJC AD HOC COMMITTEE       
Karen Burke gave the report.  
Karen reported that the committee has been discussing developing a community survey to 
ascertain if a family justice center would meet the needs of the victims/survivors in Whatcom 
County.  The committee is also suggesting that the focus groups and survey be combined. 
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8. Director’s Report         

Andrea reported that she enjoyed making the small city presentations.  She stated that she 
gleaned a lot of information from the WSCADV conference she attended. 

       
9. Adjourn 11:30 a.m. 

 
 

Next Meeting  Tuesday, November 25, 2008, 10:00 a.m. until Noon 
   St. Luke’s Community Health Education Center 
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MINUTES FOR THE 
BELLINGHAM-WHATCOM COUNTY COMMISSION 

AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
November 25, 2008 

 
 
Members Attending:     Cynthia Bauleke, Sheri Emerson, Cindy Enger, Nikki Finkbonner,  

Kirsten Hammer, Rebecca Johnson, Mike Knapp, Byron Manering, 
Dave McEachran, Shannon Meyer, Joy Monjure, Kathy Ramsay, Todd 
Ramsay, Becky Skaggs, Karen Summers, Gary Tomsic, Bruce Van 
Glubt 

 
Members Absent:        Sheila Brillson, Karen Burke, Anna Carey, Regina Delahunt, Bill Elfo, 

Joan Hoisington, Jon Komorowski, Linda Storck 
 
Guests: None  
 
Staff Attending: Andrea Cary-Grant, Domestic Violence Commission Director 
 Sue Parrott, Program Supervisor  
 Linda Ward, Administrative Secretary 
 
Cynthia Bauleke, Chair, called the November Meeting of the Bellingham-Whatcom County 
Commission Against Domestic Violence to order at 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, November 25, 2008 at 
St Luke's Community Health Center, 3333 Squalicum Parkway, Bellingham, WA.   
 
 
1. Welcome          

 
2. Public Comment  

None 
 
3. Check-in        

Kathy Ramsay reported that her office is working with DVSAS to get an advocate. 
Dave McEachran noted that court security has not been cut yet. 
Nikki Finkbonner stated that the Lummi half marathon was very successful. 

 
4. Consent Agenda       

MOTION #08-08 Dave McEachran made the motion to accept the April, June (as 
corrected) and September Minutes.  Todd Ramsay seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

5. By-Laws             
MOTION #08-09 Karen Summers made the motion to accept the changes to the By-
Laws adding a DSFS member to the Commission.  Rebecca Johnson seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

6. Proposed 2009 Budget 
Byron Mannering, in the absence of Anna Carey, had the Commission members review the 
Proposed 2009 Budget.  Commission members discussed the possibility of asking the 
Lummi Casino and rotary clubs for donations. 
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MOTION #08-10 Shannon Meyer made the motion to accept the Proposed 2009 
Budget.  Sheri Emerson seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
7. Next GTEA Discussion 

Commission members reviewed a GTEA Program Scope handout provided by staff.  The 
list of possible projects included: 
− Court Audit 
− Civil Protection Order Process 
− DV Specialist (weaving in immigration and non-English speaking victims) 
− Training Series (possible focus on legal advocacy for underserved populations (elderly, 

individuals with disabilities and/or immigration issues)  
 
It was noted that audits are not listed as an area of focus for the grant, however, and audit 
could be used as a project within another focus area. 
 
Dave McEachran and Gary Tomsic both stated how beneficial the audits were to their 
agencies.  
 
MOTION #08-11 Karen Summers made the motion to give Executive Committee 
authority to approve the GTE grant proposal.  Joy Monjure seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
8. Meeting Schedule 

MOTION #08-12 Dave McEachran made the motion to approve the 2009 Meeting 
Schedule.  Gary Tomsic seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 
9. Membership Reappointments 

MOTION #08-13 Sheri Emerson made the motion to reappoint Shannon Meyer and 
Cindy Bauleke for another term.  Rebecca Johnson seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

10. Committee Reports/Motions         
Executive Committee      
Cindy Bauleke gave the report. 
Cindy thanked Commission members for their input on Andrea’s evaluation.   
 
Victim & Children Support Committee and Education-Outreach Committees  
Sheri Emerson gave the report. 
Sheri stated that the Victim and Children Support Committee and the Education-Outreach 
Committees would be meeting together.  Their next meeting will be December 18th.  Sheri 
reported that the DV in the Workplace Task Force have developed a draft DV in the 
workplace policy. 

 
Law & Justice Committee      
Shannon Meyer gave report. 
Shannon reported that the benchmark report will be out in December.  Sue Parrott is helping 
to organize a training on the DV and Firearms Protocol.  Dave Nelson approached the 
committee about a Domestic Violence Presentation to the Whatcom County prosecutors, 
public defenders and victim advocates as a pilot for a Battered Women’s Project national 
presentation.  
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Family Justice Center (FJC) Ad Hoc Committee       
Shannon Meyer gave the report. 
The Executive Committee is reluctantly recommending the disbanding of the FJC Ad Hoc 
Committee.  The committee has determined that this is not the right time to proceed with the 
feasibility of a FJC for Whatcom County.  This may be picked up again in the future.    
 
MOTION #08-14 Shannon Myer made the motion to table the discussion of a FJC and 
disband the FJC Task Force.  Dave McEachran seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed with one opposed.   
 

11. Director’s Report       
Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM) 
Andrea reported that the vigil attendance was low due to the Vice-Presidential debates.  
Two high school students worked on DVAM as part of a school project.   
 
Summit 
Andrea stated that over 60 domestic violence, mental health and chemical dependency 
providers attended the summit.  Staff sent out a follow-up email to see if there is any interest 
in further discussions.   
 
Membership 
Andrea noted that she as oriented Sheila Brillson as the newest Commission Member.   
Sheila will be replacing Candy Peterson. 
 
Committee Structure 
Andrea asked the members how they would like to be more involved in the work of the 
Commission.  Would a project oriented structure be preferred to the committee structure?  
Andrea encouraged the members to review what would best meet their talents and 
passions.   

 
Focus Groups 
Andrea asked for participation in developing the focus group questions.   Kirsten Hammer 
and Todd Ramsay volunteered to help develop focus group questions with Andrea. 
 

12. Retreat Date 
Commission members agreed to change the Commission Retreat to Tuesday, February 3rd. 
Time and place to be determined. 

 
13. Adjourn         

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 
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