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Candy Petersen, Department of Social and Health Services
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Domestic Violence touches each of us every day in
more ways than we realize. It hurts women, men,
children, friends, neighbors, families and
communities. The Bellingham-Whatcom County
Commission Against Domestic Violence works to
improve systems in our community to help victims
and to hold offenders accountable. Commission
members, who are representatives from criminal justice, clergy, health,
schools, social services, and domestic violence programs, have worked
tirelessly and successfully since 1998 to ensure a coordinated community
response to domestic violence.

In 2006 the Commission completed a Safety and Accountability Audit of
our prosecution and probation systems and began an audit of the criminal
justice system in the City of Blaine. Each of these systems welcomed
the opportunity to identify gaps so that improvements could be made
wherever possible. These in depth audits have resulted in insightful and
valuable recommendations that will help our community reduce and
prevent domestic violence by improving agency practices.

A goal of the Commission is to increase awareness and presence in the
small cities in Whatcom County. In 2006, all five Whatcom County
cities signed a Resolution of Support for the work of the Commission
and recognized the growing problem of domestic violence. This
solidifies our collaborative approach to reducing and preventing
domestic violence throughout Whatcom County. The Commission
looks forward to strengthening these relationships and to the day when
domestic violence is a rare occurrence in our community.

Regina Delahunt, Chair

Providing Leadership in the Community’s Effort
to Reduce and Prevent Domestic Violence



2006 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Grants to Encourage Arrest Award

In partnership with the City of Bellingham, the Commission completed year one
of a two-year $306,000 grant from the U.S Department of Justice, Office on
Violence Against Women.

Safety and Accountability Audit
A Safety Audit was conducted on the City of Bellingham Prosecutor’s Office,
the Whatcom County Prosecutor’s Office and Whatcom County District
Court Probation. Prosecution and probation responses were examined to
understand how and if those responses take into account the complexities of
risk and safety for all victims of domestic violence. The findings and
recommendations will be released in early 2007. A second Safety Audit on
the City of Blaine criminal justice system will be completed in mid-2007.

Two focus groups were conducted to ensure input was received from
survivors and community domestic violence advocates on experiences with
the audited agencies.

Enhanced Services and Training
The Commission provided training for Whatcom County law enforcement
personnel on domestic violence risk factors and all agencies adopted a
standard risk assessment protocol. Training was also provided to all
personnel at the Whatcom County Jail.

The Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office purchased equipment for a newly
created 10 member Domestic Violence (DV) Specialized Unit.

Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Services expanded 24-hour domestic
violence on-call advocacy services to victims served by the Whatcom County
Sheriff’s Office.

Annual Benchmarking Reports

The Commission published its third and fourth annual compilation of domestic
violence data from Whatcom County’s criminal and civil justice systems and
domestic violence providers. Data from this report can be found at
www.dvcommission.org.

School District Domestic Violence Policy

A draft Domestic Violence Policy was developed to address the response of the
Meridian School District to employees, students and parents who are affected by
domestic violence. The draft will be submitted to the Meridian School Board in
early 2007. No other school districts in Washington State have such a policy.

2006 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Community Education and Training
Six trainings were conducted for criminal justice personnel and nine general
presentations were given throughout Whatcom County.

Community Collaboration
Commission staff and members were active in many collaborative efforts, such
as the DV and Firearms Workgroup, the DV Task Force, the Whatcom County
Housing Advisory Committee, the Coordinated Judicial Response to DV
Committee, and the CPS/DV/Court Protocol Committee.

The Commission co-facilitated the monthly Elder and Vulnerable Adult Abuse
Network meetings in collaboration with the NW Regional Council.

DV Awareness Month & DV Qutstanding Achievement Award
The Commission provided coordination and funding for the overall planning of
2006 Domestic Violence Awareness Month: “Weaving a Community of
Healing and Support”. There were numerous events, trainings, art displays and
outreach efforts throughout the community. The theme for the DV Month Vigil
was “Stories that Heal”.

Robert Knudson, D.D.S., was the recipient of the third annual Domestic
Violence Outstanding Achievement Award.

2006 FINANCIAL REPORT

Revenue

City of Bellingham $50,000
Whatcom County 48,549
Carryover from 2005 900
Grants to Encourage Arrest 82,677
Total Revenue $182,126

Expenditures
Personnel $134,305

Goods & Services 39,494
Facilities 8,327
Total Expenses $182,126




