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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

The Bellingham-Whatcom County Commission 
Against Domestic Violence has a vision of a safe and 
non-violent community in which all people are free 
from physical, emotional and sexual abuse.  That 
vision is a vision of our community, Whatcom 
County.  Commission members representing the 
many partners involved in domestic violence 

prevention worked together during 2007 to improve our community’s 
response to domestic violence so that our vision will someday become 
our reality.   

In 2007, the Commission set into motion initiatives that will 
bring our community closer to our vision.  The Commission, in 
partnership with the City of Bellingham was awarded a major federal 
grant to provide our small cities with a domestic violence advocate to 
help victims of domestic violence navigate the criminal/legal system.  
Additionally, as a result of Commission efforts, the Meridian School 
District adopted a Domestic Violence policy that is the first of its kind in 
Washington State.     

This year will be an exciting year for the Commission.  After a 
completing a thoughtful and inclusive strategic planning process this past 
year, the Commission is poised to launch new initiatives under our 
vision.   The Commission will focus on bringing partners together to 
examine the feasibility of the Family Justice Center model for our 
community.  Additional focus will be placed on bringing together mental 
health and substance abuse partners to develop a coordinated community 
response to domestic violence issues.  We also plan to reach out to the 
business community to help with issues that arise when domestic 
violence spills over into the workplace.  I look forward to the day when 
domestic violence is a rare occurrence in our community, and I am proud 
to share in the vision that will make it happen. 
 

                              
                              
                
                              
                              
               Regina 

Providing Leadership in the Community’s Effort  
to Reduce and Prevent Domestic Violence  



2007 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Grants to Encourage Arrest Award 
2007 marked the completion of the Commission’s first two-year Grants to 
Encourage Arrest Award from the U.S. Department of Justice, Office on Violence 
Against Women.  In partnership with the City of Bellingham, the Commission 
submitted and received a second Grants to Encourage Arrest Award of $270,000 
for fiscal years 2007-2009.  Implementation of the new grant was initiated in late 
2007 and focuses on enhancing and increasing domestic violence services and  
responses in Whatcom County’s five small cities. 
 
Safety and Accountability Audits 

� During 2007 the Commission completed two Domestic Violence Safety & 
Accountability Audits.  Using a local team, an Audit looks at how 
institutional practices, such as work routines, policies, and procedures, 
strengthen or impede safety for victims of battering.  A Safety Audit results in 
a written report with findings and recommendations for systemic 
improvements.   

 

� The first Audit was conducted on the City of Bellingham Prosecutor’s Office, 
the Whatcom County Prosecutor’s Office and Whatcom County District 
Court Probation.  The report was completed in January 2007.  Throughout 
2007 the audited agencies worked to address the recommendations in the 
report.  The second Audit was released in December 2007 and included an 
assessment of the law enforcement, prosecution, probation and court response 
for the City of Blaine.  Both Audit reports can be found on the Commission’s 
website.  

 

Enhanced Services and Training 

  During 2006-2007, grant funds allowed 12 community professionals to attend 
multiple national trainings sponsored by the Office on Violence Against 
Women.   

 

Annual Benchmarking Reports 
The Commission published “Domestic Violence in Whatcom County,  
2001 - 2006”, its fifth annual compilation of domestic violence data gathered from 
Whatcom County’s criminal and civil justice systems as well as domestic violence 
service providers.  This report can be found on The Commission’s website. 
 

School District Domestic Violence Policy 
A unique, ground-breaking domestic violence policy was approved by the  
Meridian School Board in February 2007.  Efforts were initiated to develop 
related procedures to implement the policy and promote adoption of similar 
policies by other local school districts. 
 
 
 
 

Community Awareness, Training and Technical Assistance 
This year’s educational outreach included 5 informational presentations given 
throughout the community, 6 trainings conducted with criminal justice personnel 
and community professionals, as well as a full-day conference titled  “The Role of 
Prosecution and Probation in a Coordinated Community Response”.  Over 60 
professionals throughout Whatcom County attended the conference.  In addition,  
the guidebook “Domestic & Dating Violence: An Information and Resource 
Handbook” (available on The Commission’s website) was revised. 

 

Community Contact and Collaboration 
Commission staff and members participated in many state and local collaborative 
efforts including the DV and Firearms Workgroup, the DV Task Force, the 
Whatcom County Housing Advisory Committee, the Coordinated Judicial 
Response to DV Committee and the CPS/DV/Court Protocol Committee.   

 

State and National Contact and Collaboration 
In June, Commission Director Sue Parrot was invited to conduct a workshop on 
creating effective coordinated community responses in rural communities at the 
first Office on Violence Against Women National Conference in St. Paul, MN.   
In August, she was appointed to the Washington State Attorney General’s 
Domestic Violence Advisory Group . 
 

DV Awareness Month & DV Outstanding Achievement Award 
The Commission provided coordination and funding for the overall planning of 
2007 Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  The vigil focused on “Faith 
Communities: Roadblock or Resources Towards Ending Domestic Violence” and 
featured Rev. Dr. Marie Fortune.  The Fourth Annual Domestic Violence 
Outstanding Achievement Award was presented to Officer Mark Jones of the 
Bellingham Police Department. 
 

2007 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

      

2007 FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Revenue                                                         Expenditures 

City of Bellingham            $50,000                Personnel                       $127,048 
Whatcom County               $50,000                Goods & Services          $  44,354 
City of Blaine                    $  2,500                Facilities                          $   8,658 

City of Ferndale                 $  1,500                Total Expenses              $180,060 
GTEA                                $76,060   

Total Revenue                $180,060   


